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At Dunfermline on the 5th day of April 2009, at which place and day
the Presbytery of Dunfermline met and was

constituted by prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES
The Rev Elizabeth Fisk, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny, Clerk, and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, with apologies as in the sederunt book.

MINUTES
It was noted that there was a problem with the numbering of the pages of the minutes, therefore the Clerk asked Presbytery to agree to defer the adoption of the minutes until next month so that corrections could be made.

Presbytery Agreed.
The Agenda
In the absence of the Business Convenor the Clerk advised Presbytery that there should be an order of the day for the Introduction of Readers. Also a request had been received from the Convenor of Parish Mission asking that part of the committee’s report be taken first and a request from the Convenor of Church and Community requesting that the Committee’s report be taken last. Also there were six extra items of correspondence.
Presbytery agreed to the changes in the agenda and noted the number of extra items of correspondence 
PARISH MISSION COMMITTEE.
Presbytery called for the part of the committee’s report dealing with Beath and Cowdenbeath North, which was given by the Vice Convenor the Rev Dr Iain Greenshields.
Deliverance;
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Approve the changes to the Basis of Union for Beath and Cowdenbeath North Church, ( The building of Cowdenbeath North to be the place of worship for the United Congregation, and the present Minister or his successor to be the minister of the congregation)  and instructs the Clerk to forward an extract minute of it to the Principal Clerk
The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed.

Since following the giving of the report Dr Greenshields was leaving to take an exam in Mandarin, so Presbytery wished him well.
The Rev Kenneth Donald
The Moderator welcomed the Rev Kenneth Donald to his first Presbytery meeting and handed him the “signed call” from the Congregation of Tulliallan and Kincardine.
ORDER OF THE DAY
Presbytery invited the Rev Norman Grant to introduce the Readers present; Mr Bill Adams, Mr Robin Arnott, Mr Ben Conway and Mr Iain Mitchell. Apologies were received from Mrs Betty McDonald, Mrs Joyce McCaffery, Mr Barry Meiklejohn and from the student for the Ministry Mrs Maggie Roderick.
The Moderator welcomed and encouraged them in their ministries.
BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Business Committee which was given by the Clerk, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny.

Deliverance;
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Approve the appointment of Mrs Margaret Mateous as Vice-Convenor of Church and Community and the Rev Dr Ian Thom as Vice Convenor of Parish Mission.

3. Agree that Carnock and Oakley should present a report on the life of the Congregation to the May meeting of Presbytery. 

4. Urge all Convenors and Vice-Convenors to meet with Business Committee Convenor in June to arrange the new committee structure.

5. Commission  Mr S Laird to attend the 2009 General Assembly  
6. Note that Practising Certificates had been issued to the Rev Jock Stein, the Rev Margaret Stein and the Rev Jack Gisbey.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convenor the Rev Donald McCorkindale.

Deliverance

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report
2. Approve the arrangements for a two year cycle of checking the Mileage Log Book of ministers in charges, and others accountable to Presbytery as opposed to a line manager, whereby logbooks are submitted to Oversight on Committee night in January or February at least once in every two years.

3. Notes that the Rolls and Record checks for 2009 will take place on Thursday 11 June at Abbey Halls, from 6.30pm.

4. Commend the minister, office bearers and members at Dalgety Church for their continuing commitment to the life and witness of a Church 'at the heart of the community, with a heart for the community'

5. Note Dalgety Parish's development of community links locally and with the partner church in Engcongolweni, Malawi.

6. Urge Dalgety Parish office bearers to continue to monitor, reflect upon and communicate with members regarding free will offerings.

7. Commend the minister, office bearers and members at Kelty Church for their continuing commitment to all ages in congregation and parish.

8. Urge Kelty Kirk Session to continue to reflect upon areas of perceived tension in this time of transition.

9. Encourage the Kelty Office bearers to revisit the Unitary Constitution guidelines so that the full benefits and advantages can be gained.

10. Instruct the PV team to continue to support, and revisit minister and office bearers at Kelty in time to report to Oversight committee in October 09. 

During discussion the Rev Lee Messeder asked that section 10 of the deliverance be removed and that Kelty be allowed to deal with their own situation. There was no seconder and following discussion;
The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PROPERTY AND GLEBES COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Property Committee which was given by Mr Stuart McPherson, Convenor.

Deliverance;

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report.

2. Approve lowering the threshold at which congregations need to seek Presbytery permission from £10,000 to £5,000 for a single piece of work. 

3. Instruct Congregations to liaise with the Committee prior to any structural alterations being undertaken regardless of cost.

4. Support in principle the application of Gillespie Memorial Church to allow the repairs to the church and refurbishment of the halls to continue. 

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH EDUCATION
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which as given by the Convenor Miss Pat Munro DCS.

Deliverance;

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Invite congregations to submit names of persons willing to undertake training as an Adult Adviser to the convenor.

3. Invite congregations to advise the committee, through the convenor, of any Adult Education courses currently required.

4. Note the date of the School Chaplains Conference.

5. Ask congregations to advise Mrs. Mina Kyle of persons requiring safeguarding training as soon as possible.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convenor Mrs Fay Buchan.
That Presbytery:

1. Receive the report.

2. Agree to continue the annual award for creativity in Mission and instruct the Parish Mission Committee to adjudicate between applications and nominations and to report on the adjudication to the October meeting of Presbytery.

3. Agree to request a reduction in Culross and Torryburn’s Ministries and Mission Contribution, in light of the vast increase in their insurance premiums and instruct the Clerk to write to the Ministries Council with this request.

4. Note that the committee is satisfied that Culross and Torryburn is seeking a way towards paying all of their contributions by monthly standing order and that Presbytery’s Stewardship and Finance committee will continue to monitor and review annually, the progress being made.

A very full discussion ensued particularly concerning the recent decisions to move away from a per capita payment of Presbytery dues. Concern was expressed regarding the decision to give back to each congregation a rebate of 2.5% of their 2009 Mission and Aid allocation. Presbytery was reminded that this decision was for one year only and would be revisited before any decisions were made for 2010
With that assurance the deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Rev Norman Grant, Convenor. 
Deliverance:

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Commend Mr. William Adams and Mr. Iain Mitchell in their work as attached Readers. 

3. Thank supervising Ministers for their ongoing support.
4. Note that any Congregation wishing the services of an attached reader should contact the Convenor before the June Presbytery.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH MISSION

Presbytery called for the report of the Committee which was given by the Rev David Redmayne who also requested that Presbytery agree that a report be given by the MDO the Rev Allan Vint.
Deliverance 

That Presbytery -

1. Receive the report

2. Receive the Annual Report of Rev Allan Vint, Mission Development Officer and agree to give Mr Vint full support and encouragement for his work as the MDO.

3. Notes the positive feedback on the Worship Workshop run on 28 February 2009.

4. Notes that the Presbytery Plan will be reviewed over the next few months and that Presbyters should bring any issues relating to the Plan to the committee before Thursday, 23 April.

5. Notes the Committee’s gratitude for an efficient response to the church census held early in March and that a report of the findings will be made to Presbytery in due course.

6. Notes that the Contagious Christian Course begins on 22 April and that those interested should register on-line as soon as possible.

7. Notes that “Back to Church Sunday” materials must be ordered from Allan Vint by 28 May 2009.

8.  Notes that the Logos Hope mercy ship will be visiting Edinburgh from 2 to 13 April this year.

9. Notes the release of the “Threads” DVD course in May of this year.
The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
Presbytery called for the report of the committee. The Convenor having failed to arrive, opportunity was given to any member of the committee to present the report. No member was willing so; 
Presbytery did not receive the report.
CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Jack Gisbey
	Request for Practising Certificate
	Issued

	2
	Care for Scotland
	Video re schools
	Church and Community

	3
	General Treasurer
	Attestation Of Congregational Accounts
	Finance

	4
	Beath & Cowdenbeath North
	Request for representative at opening of new facilities.
	Arranged

	5
	C of S Insurance Co.
	Insurance Renewal
	Treasurer

	6
	Ministries Council
	Extract Minute Vacancy Schedules for T &K, Gillespie and C & T.
	VP Co-ordinator

	7
	Culross and Torryburn
	Extract Minute
	VPC

	9
	Culross and Torryburn
	Nominating Committee
	Result of Nomination of Sole Nominee

	10
	Run
	Notice of Conference
	Alan Vint

	11
	Fred Marsh
	Acknowledging Receipt of Extract Minute
	Noted

	12
	Suzie Stark 
	Acknowledging Team reports & Extr. Minute/

And offer of office space for MDO from A. Allison
	Noted

	13
	Agnes Mullen
	Conference for School Chaplains 7th May
	Parish Education

E mailed to clergy, info available

	14
	Culross and Torryburn
	Session Clerk
	VPC

	15
	Church of Scotland Insurance Company
	
	Treasurer

	16


	Vivienne Dickson          
	Convenor Support & Services      
	Noted



	17
	Mark Evans
	Bereavement Forum
	Church & Community

	18
	Fife Presb. Working Together   
	Assembly Preview            
	Available and Circulated.

	19
	Principal Clerk’s Office  
	Re Clerk Pro Tem. also  Re Very Rev F. McDonald
	Read to Presbytery

	20
	Principal Clerk
	Acknowledgement of receipt of 3rd Article Declaratory Reports
	Noted


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet for regular business in the Abbey Church Halls, Abbey Park Place Dunfermline on Thursday 7th May 2009 at 7.00 p.m. 
Closed with prayer
_______________________Moderator________________________Clerk
