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4th September 2008

At Dunfermline on the 4th day of September 2008, at which place and day

the Presbytery of Dunfermline met and was constituted by prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES
The Rev Elizabeth Fisk, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny Clerk and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present as in the sederunt book.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that the minutes of 26th June being in the hand of members be approved. Whilst the minutes were correct Presbytery was asked to note that Beath and Cowdenbeath North Church did not have Parish in their title as appeared in the Ministry deliverance on page 276.
THE AGENDA

The Business Convenor advised Presbytery that the agenda was as printed with five extra items of correspondence.
USE OF EXECUTIVE POWERS
The Clerk reported the use of executive powers in the following 
1. Presbytery will remember that it was decided in accordance with standing orders to ask for nominations from appropriate Presbyters for a female chaplain. Nominations having been received it is the clear view of those who forwarded nominations that the person to be approached should be the Rev Isabel Whyte. I have approached her and she has accepted that she will become Chaplain from the end of the year. Since the Vice Convenor was in this case unwilling to become Convenor of the Parish Education Committee I have in Presbytery’s name approached the Rev John Chalmers who has kindly agreed to take on the work of Convenor when Mrs Whyte becomes Chaplain.

2. It appears that I have omitted to record the appointment of the Rev Chris Park as Interim Moderator for the New Charge of St Paul’s east and I would again intimate this to Presbytery so that it might be recorded in the minutes.

3. Presbytery will be aware from last month of the concerns from the Church and World Committee concerning lack of reports from the Church’s representative to the Fife Education Committee. We, along with Kirkcaldy and St Andrew’s Presbyteries, were asked for a nomination prior to this meeting and using executive powers I nominated the Rev Andrew Philip as a possible representative. I am pleased to tell you that the he has been appointed as the person to represent the Fife Presbyteries on this committee.

4.  During the summer I was advised that the Very Rev Andrew McLellan wished to be admitted to Dunfermline Presbytery. In accordance with our recent practise and in consultation with The Moderator and the Convenor of Oversight we admitted Mr McLellan to membership of the Presbytery. In view of this Moderator I would invite you to formally welcome Dr McClellan. I am sure Presbytery will be both surprised and delighted to see him looking so well after his recent illness.
5. During the summer I was advised by Dr Allison that she felt she was no longer the best person to act as Line Manager for the MDO the Rev Alan Vint and that in her view it ought to be the Convenor of Parish Mission. Accordingly I approached the Rev David Redmayne, who has agreed to undertake this role.
Can I also intimate to Presbytery that due to changes in Congregational Representation in Presbytery that we must make some changes to the VPC’C for Culross & Torryburn and Gillespie.

The change for Culross & Torryburn is Fay Colyer & George Brown replacing Harry Parker and Karin Rowan

And the change for Gillespie is Catherine Duncan and 

Bob Ewing replacing Jacqueline Thomson and Karin Rowan.
Presbytery would also be aware that this will be the last evening that the Rev Gordon Reid would be with us as Minister of Gillespie before his retirement and if it please Presbytery, I would suggest that he be invited to address us as might his Elder Mrs Fay Colyer.

Presbytery noted the use of powers. 
Presbytery formally welcomed Dr McLellan who signed the formula.

Presbytery invited Mr Reid to address it. 
Mr Reid spoke warmly of his time in Presbytery, and urged those Elders present to pray for their Ministers, commenting on the changes in ministry and that often people knew nothing of what Ministers faced.  Mrs Colyer spoke of what Mr Reid’s Ministry had meant to Gillespie and Presbytery wished him well in his retirement.
BUSINESS COMMITTEE

Presbytery called for the report of the Business Committee which was given by the Convenor Mr George Watt.
Deliverance.

That Presbytery

1. Accept a trial of proposed changes and instruct Committee Convenors only to bring urgent matters to the October meeting of Presbytery.

2. Thank Mr Laird for his faithful service and ask Presbyters to make suggestions of anyone who might be able to fulfil the task of Treasurer.

3. Instruct the Business Committee to continue discussions with Saline with a view to using the former Session House as a Presbytery office with effect from 1st January 2009. 

4. Instruct the Treasurer to include the anticipated expenditure for office rent in the next budget.

5. Agree that the revised standing orders be presented to Presbytery at the November meeting.

6. Agree to suspend standing orders so that the Rev Alan Vint might present a possible vision for Mission to Presbytery.

The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed in full.
PARISH MISSION.
Presbytery called for the report of the Parish Mission Committee which was given by the Convenor the Rev David Redmayne. Since Presbytery had voted to suspend standing orders the Rev Alan Vint MDO gave a presentation on Natural Church Development as part of the Parish Mission report.
Deliverance: 

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.
2. Adopt the Natural Church Development approach as an initial basis of a Plan for Mission and encourages each church to work with the MDO to use this approach to develop their church life and mission.

3. Agree to accept the support of Co-op Funeral Care for the first six churches with 2008 M&M assessments under £35,000 (or a proportionate amount for linked charges) to apply to the MDO. 

4. Agree to further explore the possibility of giving churches a rebate from M&M payments to help defray the cost of the Natural Church assessments. 
5. Agrees to the MDO seeking future funding, relevant to mission, in liaison with the Line Manger and the Presbytery Clerk.
6. Requests that nominations for the awards for new and innovative approaches to mission be with the Parish Mission Committee by 17 September 2008. 

7. Requests that nominations for a Presbytery Prayer Promoter, along with any supporting details, are with the Parish Mission Committee by 17th September 2008.

 8. Nominates Derek Peters and Charles Stoddart as delegates to the Rural Church Conference 2008 and instructs the Clerk to register their names for the conference.
After discussion the Convenor was asked to accept changes to part two of the deliverance which he accepted in the following terms.
“Agrees to adopt the Natural Church Development approach as a possible basis of a plan for Mission and encourages each congregation to work with the MDO to use this, or other appropriate approach, to develop their church life and mission.”
There followed a very full debate on part 3 of the deliverance. It was moved and seconded that Presbytery should not accept part 3 of the deliverance. On a vote being taken against part 3 of the deliverance, it fell by 30 votes to 8.

The revised deliverance was therefore as follows.

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report.
2. Agree to adopt the Natural Church Development approach as a possible basis of a Plan for Mission and encourages each congregation to work with the MDO to use this, or other appropriate approach, to develop their church life and mission.

3. Agrees to further explore the possibility of giving churches a rebate from M&M payments to help defray the cost of the Natural Church assessments. 
4. Agrees to the MDO seeking future funding, relevant to mission, in liaison with the Line Manger and the Presbytery Clerk.
5. Requests that nominations for the awards for new and innovative approaches to mission be with the Parish Mission Committee by 17 September 2008. 

6. Requests that nominations for a Presbytery Prayer Promoter, along with any supporting details, are with the Parish Mission Committee by 17th September 2008.

 7. Nominates Derek Peters and Charles Stoddart as delegates to the Rural Church Conference 2008 and instructs the Clerk to register their names for the conference.

The changed deliverance was agreed in full.
MINISTRIES COMMITTEE.

Presbytery called for the report of the Ministries Committee which was given by the Rev Norman Grant Convenor.

Deliverance:

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Recall the decision of Presbytery that congregations with an attached Reader pay fees for in-service training and that Presbytery pay the fees for Readers not attached.

It was moved and seconded and agreed that a new part 3 and 4 be added in the following terms:
3. Notes the content of the recent e.mail from Ministries Council re mileage allowance and urges those Ministers with concrete examples of mileage cost to write to Dr Martin Scott of the Ministries Council.
4. Requests the Ministries Council to produce a briefing paper, and specimen letter for Ministers to use to contact their MP’s as requested by the council.
The deliverance as a whole, (parts 1-4) was proposed seconded and agreed.
Finance and Property.
Deliverance

That Presbytery

1.  Receive the report

2.  Note the decision that lead piping within Culross Manse should be replaced. 

3.  Note the intention of Cowdenbeath Trinity to replace two stained 

glass windows, for which funds are locally available, and that approval has been sought from Art & Architecture and the General Trustees have been informed.

4.  Subject to approval by the General Trustees, approve the necessary renovation of St. Fillan’s Church vestry, at a cost of £35,000, for which funds are locally available, and instruct the Clerk to forward the necessary papers to the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland.

5.  Remind all congregations that allocation payments must be made by monthly standing order, and instruct any congregation seeking dispensation for 2009 to contact the convener, with reasons, by 31st October 2008.

The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed.
VACANCY PROCEDURE COMMITTEE
Presbytery called information from the Vacancy Procedure Committee which was given by the Co-ordinator the Rev Dr Ann Allison.
Deliverance:
That Presbytery note
1. The Interim Moderator for Townhill and Kingseat shall be Rev Dr Ian Thom (effective from when Rev Dr John Oswald moves on)

2. Permission to call is granted from 15th August

3. The Nominating Committee shall comprise 11 persons. 

Presbytery noted.
Oversight Committee
Presbytery called for the report of the Oversight Committee which was presented by the Convenor the Rev Donald McCorkindale.

Deliverance:
That Presbytery
1. Receive the report

2. Instruct all Presbyters (including corresponding members) who are required to maintain car mileage log books to submit them for annual check by the Oversight committee during the half hour prior to the February or March meeting of Presbytery. 
3. Note the arrangements for 2009 Presbytery Visits to Dalgety, Kelty and St Margaret’s.

The deliverance was moved seconded and agreed as a whole.

Correspondence

                      From                                                Content                        Action

	1
	Broken Rites
	Newsletter
	Noted

	2
	Ministry
	Congregation Shortfalls
	Finance

	3
	Bethany Christian Trust
	Financial Problems
	Church & Comm.

	4
	Keith Mason
	Inverkeithing
	Grant

	5
	Tim Parker
	Conf on re-use of rural church buildings
	Parish Mission

	6
	Robin McAlpine
	Notice of change of phone no
	available

	7
	Martin Scott
	Mileage Allowance
	Ministries

	8
	Scottish Bible Society
	Part Time vacancy
	Info. Available

	    9
	John Chalmers
	Sugg. For change
	Business Committee

	   10
	Ian Greenshields 
	Sugg. For change
	Business Committee

	   11
	Kirkcaldy Presb.
	Service of Introduction for Jaqueline Thomson
	28th Sep. 3.p.m.

	    12
	Liz Murphy
	Info on Crem Open day
	7th Sep 11.-5

	    13
	Martin Scott
	Roll of readers
	Ministries

	    14
	Ministries Council
	Extract Minute re Beath/ Cowdenbeath North
	Properties

	     15


	Very Rev Andrew McClellan
	Request for membership of Presb.
	Dealt with under powers

	     16
	General Trustees
	Town and Country 

planning
	Parish Mission/Church & World/Properties

	     17
	Agnes Mullen
	Fife ed rep standing down

Nomination requested
	Done under Powers

	     18
	Ministries Council

(John Chalmers)
	Pilate scheme of support for Chaplains
	Chaplain/

Offer accepted

	      19
	Ministries Council
	Study Leave/Iain Greenshields
	Oversight

	      20
	ICO
	Data Protection/Confirmation of renewal
	Retained.

	      21
	Graham Sinclair Assoc.
	Offer of a plot for Townhill/Kingseat
	Property

	       22
	Ministries Council
	 New appointment for J. 

Thomson
	Noted

	23
	IT Dept 121
	Cong. Office bearer Forms
	Distributed

	24
	Stewardship & Finance
	M & M Contributions for 2009
	Finance

	25
	Mission and Discipleship
	
	Parish Mission

	26
	Ministries Council
	
	Parish Ed

	27
	St Fillan’s Aberdour
	Copy re work)
	Noted


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet for Holy Communion and thereafter for regular business, including an in depth report on the work of St Ninnian’s Congregation, on the 2nd October 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in St Ninnian’s Church Abbeyview, Dunfermline.
Closed with prayer.

________________________Moderator______________________Clerk
