Praying across Scotland
General Assembly week for the Church of Scotland.

Praying across Scotland is a resource for folk who want to support the Church of Scotland through the time of its annual General Assembly meeting in Edinburgh, from Thursday May 21st to Wednesday May 27th.    In 2009 approximately 1000 ‘commissioners’ will gather at the Assembly Hall on The Mound each day to worship, hear reports, debate issues and make decisions about the future for the Kirk. The commissioners are drawn from approximately 25% of the congregations across Scotland and are an equal number of ordained ministers and elders. Also at the Assembly will be delegates and representatives of churches from across the UK and the world with whom we have links. Taking part are also youth representatives from the kirk, and members of the public and press will be looking on.

Some members of staff who work in the kirk will also be there, sometimes having to answer questions and provide information.

The Queen’s representative and guests from Scotland’s civic and political life will also visit to listen to debate at various times.

Most of the reports come from Councils and committees made up of church members who give of their time, expertise and experience willingly and freely.

These reports can be found in the ‘Blue book’

Information about the Church of Scotland, Presbyteries, congregations and ministers can be found in the ‘Red book’ – the Church of Scotland year book. 
Both of these are published annually.

Across the next few pages you will find topics and people to pray for on the day preceding the one on which they will feature in the General Assembly.

You can use this resource in variety of ways.

You may wish to organise one meeting for prayer either before or during the General Assembly, in which case you can choose from all the material here provided.

Or you may wish to pass on this information to your minister to use on Sunday 17th May and General Assembly Sunday in public worship with the congregation. 

If this is the case then perhaps you want to split the resource in two, providing Thursday to Saturday’s prayer requests for May 17th, and the Monday to Wednesday items for the 24th May.

Or you may be organising a series of daily prayer events during the General Assembly. If this is the case then each day’s reports and debates is provided on a daily basis either for you to pray through the day before, which is why there is the legend Prayers on…at the left side of the page, and the date the debates will actually take place on the right hand side.

With each set of daily prayer requests we have included a suggested bible passage and prayer that could be used across the nation.

We hope you will distribute these sheets widely and encourage Christians to use them in groups and as individuals, to the benefit of the whole church.
Prayers for Day 1 of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Thursday 21st May 2009 
Bible Reading for today:  Acts Ch 15 vs 1-ll 
  Here is a reading that focuses the kirk on faith in Christ Jesus rather than on process of business
· Pray for outgoing Moderator; David Lunan, who has travelled the world in the kirk’s name and will shortly return to her full-time job as Presbytery Clerk for Glasgow Presbytery. David instigated the moderator’s blog on the Church of Scotland website to allow people to follow his progress through the year.

· Pray also for Bill Hewitt, who becomes moderator. Pray for his family, and for his congregation.
· Remember the Assembly staff and all who make it ‘work’ including the business committee under David Arnott, clerks, secretaries, voluntary stewards.  Don’t forget to pray for those who will report what happens at the Assembly in press, on radio, TV and through the Church of Scotland website, and those who record all the debates
· Hold before God all commissioners and visiting delegates, especially those for whom this is a first time experience and overseas delegates.

· The Youth Assembly (held in September) will be reported upon by its moderator. There are young people all over Scotland who are part of the people of faith, remember them and the youth workers and encouragers who enable them.

· The Council of Assembly under the convenership of Alan Greig, tries to integrate the central church’s planning and procedures, its finance and staffing and communication strategy always looking to the future.

· The Church of Scotland Investors Trust reports today. It has been a difficult financial year for many. Pray for those who have lost jobs and homes. Pray to for those put security in finance alone, that they might discover that the love and grace of God can support though many kinds of crises
· Stewardship and Finance will be telling of pilot schemes across Scotland which aim to assist church members and kirk sessions to look realistically at their giving of time, talent and treasure for the Kingdom.

· The Support and Services Council’s work under the guiding hand of Roy Stewart is behind the scenes but without them the ongoing work of the church would not happen. Human Resources, Information Technology, health and Safety all come into their remit
Holy God, World-maker, Faith-shaper, Bread-breaker, Life-giver,

Here is the place we gather, become one and find unity in diversity.

We settle down, and You call us out. We get comfortable and You disturb us.

To the rhythm of heaven you call us again into the business of the Kingdom -

this time in a General Assembly, which looks like a talking shop but is actually a listening station, so we bring our prayers and we listen for your Word.





Adapted from a Roddy Hamilton CWW prayer

Prayers for Day 2 of the general Assembly of the Church of Scotland Friday 22nd May 2009
Bible reading for today :  I Corinthians Ch 11 vs 23 – 32
Worship is the purpose of the Church and sacraments are central
Today’s session at The Assembly hall begins with the sacrament of Holy Communion. It is more than a moving event or a spectacle – it is what the church is designed to do – to give worship to Almighty God, and dedicating ourselves to be living sacrifices for the sake of the Christ who lived and died for us, and whose Holy Spirit ought ti inspire all that we say, do and are.

The Business Committee will ensure that all the affairs of the General Assembly are done effectively and properly. Pray that while business is done efficiently, the work of building the Kingdom, promotion of the gospel, and Christian debate is done faithfully and effectively.
Church and Society Council has a new Convener and a new secretary – Ian Galloway and Ewan Aitken respectively. The remit is large:
· Growing up in Scotland looks at our young people in society and asks the church to support fostering and adopting of young people in all way. It also address the subject of mental illness in our young folk and asks us to consider how young people perceive life, ethics, society through the eyes of our broadcast and other media.
· Education Religious observance in schools is still mandatory. How do we make this a good experience for pupils and staff in the way we resource schools and chaplains. General education too is in  C&SC remit, endeavouring to assist teachers and education departments across Scotland.

· Climate Change  is a huge issue at present and congregations are being asked to reduce their carbon footprint by 5% per annum as our part of caring for the planet. Eco- congregations play their part in the life of the church and nation. Should every congregation consider this option ?  We give thanks to God for our universe and pray for the scientists who teach us truths about it.
· Ethics of defence  The Council looks at and comments on the work of the United Nations, but also asks the church to give support to our armed forces, especially those serving overseas at present. This Council continues to stress the Church’s opposition to nuclear arms. Pray for politicians and those who influence world views
· There are other issue too on their agenda this year which deserve…demand our prayers.  :  The situation in Sri Lanka. Health and social concerns at home including the addictions our citizens often suffer in, and end of life issues, highlighted in the report “Living and Dying well” This year our whole nation is in the grip of economic recession, which touches congregations and individual Christians, often adversely. Pray for folk within your own parish in difficulty, often through no fault of their own. Pray to for government and economists who have the task of resolving the situation long term. Justice is a value we cherish, alongside mercy and truth, and we should pray for this involved in the justice system and how the Christian church supports them, as they makes decisions that touch every community in the land.

· One aspect of The Legal Questions Committee’s work this year has been supervision of  elders, readers and Officebearers. Pray that as Christians we might all live to the highest of standards and be able to work together without conflict. 
· HIV/AIDS project is perhaps one that still is controversial for some, but the work which is done is crucial. Pray that understanding may increase and compassion is shown with the understanding and compassion of our Saviour.

· In the evening the retiring Moderator will report on his year, and there is a presentation of delegates and visitors from our partner churches and of new and retiring staff. Give thanks for what has been achieved. Pray for those taking on a new role in the kirk.

Lord we find it so hard to be patient in our world. We want everything immediately, and supplied on demand. Yet the Scriptures are full of people waiting. Waiting for promises to be fulfilled. Waiting for people to help. Waiting for something to happen.

Lord teach us that, in your Holy Spirit’s strength, “We” are the people that we have been waiting for to enlarge and develop the Kingdom of Christ Jesus. We do not need to wait for anything, we only need to wait upon you! Amen

Prayers for Day 3 of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Saturday 23rd  May 2009

Bible Reading for today:  Isaiah  Ch 42 vs 5 – 9   Often, human status is promoted, here we recall God’s power and dominion
Today’s business is short, but not unimportant. This afternoon the Garden Party meets in Holyrood Palace grounds, but this is no mere holy huddle, The Garden party offers many people who serve Scotland and the Christian Church the opportunity to meet, celebrate, be recognised and thanked.

It’s a great place for networking and continuing the important work of communicating the gospel.

Prior to the Garden party however, the following work will be reported on and discussions had and decisions made:

· Ecumenical relations Committee:  The Church of Scotland is one branch of the Christian family and through the years we have increasingly strengthened our relationships. Understanding and co-operation are both necessary. Pray that we may act graciously. 
· Iona Community Board: Pray for the work of the community in Scotland and overseas and give thanks for the creative skills that have been employed through the Wild Goose Worship Group to the benefit of our worship
1. World Mission Council:
Around the world the Church of Scotland has partners with who we share the task building Christ’s Kingdom: here are but a few of the nations that our church works with. Spend time thinking of their situations and the Christian Church within them. Israel. Zimbabwe. Malawi. Mozambique. Zambia. South Africa. Kenya. Sudan. Pakistan. Nigeria. Ghana. Nepal. India.
Bangladesh. Sri Lanka. Burma. China. S Korea. Taiwan. Jamaica. Trinidad. Egypt. Syria. Pray also for the local congregations with links to Mission partners in these countries that our knowledge and support increases

Pray for delegates from around the world who are visiting Scotland and the General Assembly.

Pray that people will hear the call of God to go out and serve overseas in the name of Christ.

· Remember the work of Christian Aid and other NGOs who work in some of the poorest areas of the world and those hit by natural and man-made disaster.
· The Church of Scotland Trust: We live in an unstable economic climate. Pray that the Trust act with integrity and ethically as they work with Church finance.
Lord God, You sent your Son into our world that all might live through Him. You gave the Holy Spirit to the Apostles to empower them and enable them to share the truth of the gospel in difficult situations. Pour out that same Holy Spirit upon your servants and your church that we might continue to proclaim and live the gospel till all are gathered into your Kingdom and your glory covers the Earth as the waters fill the sea
Prayers for Day 4 of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Sunday 25th May 2009

Bible reading for the day:  Genesis Ch 1 v 31 to Ch 2 vs 3  It is good to remember God create the world well and celebrated
Sunday has been recognised as the Christian day of Worship for two thousand years, since our Lord rose on Easter Sunday. This is a day of worship for the Assembly, both in Gaelic and in English. It is also a day when congregations of various denominations across the nation meet for worship.

Pray for those who will lead the worship

Pray for those who will participate in worship

Pray for those who will avoid the worship of almighty God

Pray for those who do not understand what it means to worship Almighty god and who have not yet recognised the love of God in Christ Jesus

Pray for you own Parish Minister, staff in the local parish and your Kirk Session.

As we give You worship this day across the nation and around the globe, Good Lord may we always focus on your generosity and goodness rather than our desires. Inspired by you in Cathedrals, churches, chapels and equally in farms, factories and fields – may we once again place ourselves before your throne of grace to give you thanks for your blessings to us, and pray for those whose lives are
Prayers for Day 5 of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Monday 25th  May 2009

Bible reading for today Acts Ch 2 vs 43 – 47
 This is parish development writ large.
· The Guild has been at the forefront of Christian work in Scotland, and supporting work overseas.
Give thanks to God for the faithfulness, imagination and determination of 30000 Guild members  who today convey the relevance of the gospel and the care of God, at home and overseas. Pray for those involved in the work of alerting Scotland to the misery of human trafficking, and bringing it to a close. Pray too for victims of it. The Guild also work with other churches to speak out against domestic violence, so often hidden in communities.
· The Bible often holds before us the idea of having respect for those who are older, and those who have served the cause of Christ. Part of that respect is surely to ensure that those who have served receive sufficient financial support that they may live out their retirement years with dignity, and hopefully comfort. The work of the Pensions Trust may seem un-spiritual – likewise the Housing and Loan fund that enable retiring ministers to have a roof over their head during their lifetime – but reading through the Acts of the Apostles will you will find that looking after widows and others in need was indeed a priority for the early Church.
· As we give thanks for the work of these groups, pray also for those whom they assist. Pray for retired ministers and former servants of the kirk. Pray for all those who find their later years a worry at this time
· The Parish Development Fund is possibly one of the most exciting aspect of the Church in Scotland at this time. Their staff and projects are at the cutting edge of mission, providing imaginative parish churches with advice, support, matched funding and supervison where congregations are willing to work with their communities and other churches to create opportunities of service and mission. Here are but a few of these projects.

In Dundee – The Hot Chocolate project working with young people in the city centre

In Evanton – A café church that is open seven days a week

In Bankfoot – A community development worker to engage with the new Church centre

In Glasgow – The village Storytelling Centre in Pollockshaws

On Islay – the Port Mor Centre which is open to the whole community

In Edinburgh – A family support officer in Liberton

In Paisley - The Step and Star projects working with young disadvantaged families
· The Ministries Council is responsible for all parish staff centrally employed to work in parishes, and for their training and support.  Pray for their convener Graham Finch and secretary Martin Scott and his staff. 
Remember in prayer all called into full or part time ministry during the formation years and working years, the work of deaconesses and other parish workers – hospital chaplains and prison chaplains. Readers provide a valuable ministry too. Pray for them as they conduct worship and pastoral care. “Emerging Ministries” for some is still an unknown land. Pray for those who endeavour to discern new ways to minister to Scotland in creative ways, and those in New Charge Developments.
The Priorities areas staff based in Glasgow, assist the church in some of the most vulnerable communities across Scotland.

Pray for those who try to establish an equitable way of providing staff and finance to parishes, which sometimes causes disquiet and unrest in Presbyteries – and pray for congregations which experience internal conflict which does not serve the cause of Christ.

Remember the work of those who train new ministerial staff both in Universities and through the formation scheme in conference and parishes. Remember also the work of selection panels.
For the ability to worship, work and witness together to your great grace and glory, Almighty God we give you thanks this day – each using our talents as you direct, to build fellowship, create opportunities, heal hurts, meet needs and minister to our communities. We are rich indeed when blessed with your Holy Spirit. 

Grant to us equal measure of imagination and compassion as we seek to care for one another in the name of Christ Jesus, the Lord of all and friend to all.

Prayers for Day 6 of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Tuesday 27th May 2009

Bible Reading for today: Colossians Ch 3 vs 1 – 17
Good advice for all Christians of the 21st century

· Armed Forces Chaplains have served in the front line of conflicts, theatres of operation, ships and at bases for many a year. They too put their lives at risk alongside soldiers, sailors and airmen to offer spiritual care and assist the men and women, and the families of those, within our Armed Services. Men and women in combat situations in Iraq and Afghanistan would normally expect to spend one hour a week with the chaplain. Pray for our chaplains, who serve people of many faiths and of none in situations where they could be far from home, when families are divided by distance and sometime experience too. Pray for chaplains as they work with those who receive the worst of news, and with those who are injured and dying. Pray also for our men and women who have committed themselves to serve with the forces and face difficult decisions daily.

· Child Abuse is dreadful, but what happens to those who are the victims and those who are the perpetrators long after the events and any trials or prison sentences. The Church works for best possible outcomes, which vary from situation to situation. Is there a place within the care of the Church for convicted abusers. What do we say about forgiveness, repentance, renewal, justice and care to victims and abusers. This is a sensitive area that needs the inspiration of the Holy spirit. Pray for those who are working out resolutions in Christ’s name to advise congregations how to deal with situations on the ground- The working group on Proportionality. Pray for congregations and ministers living with the situations. Pray for victims and their families with the rich mixture of emotions that often rule their lives.
· Prevention is better than cure. The Safeguarding section of the Kirk exists to minimise the risks of vulnerable people being abused, regardless of their age. Those who work in this field sometimes feel like Cinderella, but the truth is that they believe all people should be cared for as princes and princesses. Pray that within our church and land, people will always be treated with care and respect.

· Mission and Discipleship endeavours to provide training and resourcing for congregations at a large number of levels. 

Mission and Evangelism looks at how we proclaim the Gospel in a fast changing world and will be celebrating 75 years of Summer Mission later this year. Give thanks for all those who have benefited from sharing faith on beaches, in parks and halls and those who continue to worship and witness.

Education and Nurture provide Children’s ministry and the National Childrens Assembly, as well as the National Youth Assembly and training in youth work. Working with people with learning difficulties is also a priority. Giving young adults good experiences of world church featured in this years work. Pray for those who will use the new CoSY Youth work kits
Worship and Doctrine are helping congregations understand better why we believe what we believe and how it affects what we do – including Holy Communion and the Trinity. They also provide worship on the web – materials for use in Sunday worship every week !

The Development team of eight provide local and national training and encouragement through presbyteries and parishes

Pray for all those involved in the above, but more importantly pray for those who use the resources and want to learn more of their faith. 
In the year of Homecoming M&D are encouraging us all to welcome people from overseas and from next door. Pray that we might indeed “entertain angels” as we welcome folk.

Pray for the new convener Mark Johnstone and for a new Council Secretary as the shape the future of the Council

Church Without Walls continues to push our boundaries as the new convener David Cameron takes over from Albert Bogle. Give thanks to God for all that has been achieved and for the liberty and networking that has become part of our Church landscape through CWW

Living Christ, you broke forth from the grave and in the process broke the mould of religion, transforming rituals into living relationships. Grant to us all the ability to see beyond present horizons and not be afraid to journey into that unknown country called the future, that you beckon us towards. Sensing you are leading the way may we have the courage to follow.
Fill us with compassion and care of Christ that this world so desperately needs and is often unaware of.   Amen
Prayers for Day 7 of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Wednesday 28th May 2009

Bible Reading for today Ecclesiastes Ch 3 vs 1 – 14 
Time is of the essence – more so; God’s faithfulness

This may be the last day of the 2009 General Assembly, but it is far from the least:

· The General Trustees work on behalf of the whole church to ensure that buildings in the church’s care are appropriately looked after and altered to meet future needs.
· Social Care Council; better known as Crossreach is Scotland’s biggest voluntary Social Work agency, providing care practical care for those who are socially challenged, endure addictions or are infirm in a variety of ways. Their staff provide “Care in Christ’s name”.
Pray for each of the workers as they spend time in challenging, but rewarding situations.

Pray to for those who try to provide an alternative set of values for society to live by, often speaking out against what society accepts as normal, and calls them towards higher standards. Pray for those who negotiate with government too.
· Panel on Review and Reform: continues to look at way the church can adapt to the modern Scottish needs, including how parishes relate to Presbyteries and to “121” Pray for convener David Cameron, and his team that they may have vision.
· Central Services Committee ensure that statutory aspects of life are maintained. Health and Safety - Human resources – Equipment provision are all important even if they don’t seem to be very ‘spiritual’  Pray for those who work in the background to ensure that your church runs.
· The Nominations and Selection Committees try to ensure that people with the correct skills and gifts are assigned to positions within the Councils and Committees of the Kirk. Theirs is a task of discernment which require the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Pray God speaks and that we hear.
· As the 2009 General Assembly comes to a close, pray for ministers and elders making their way home to parishes across Scotland to enact what has been decided, convey news to congregations and Presbyteries and to be salt and light in God’s strength for communities.

· Pray for friends from other churches across the UK and the world as they tell of the work of the Church of Scotland and are hopefully encouraged by what they have seen, heard and encountered.

· Pray for the Councils and Committees who are required to put into action what has been decided at the General Assembly
Gracious God, every square inch of Earth is yours, as are all the souls of humanity who inhabit this beautiful planet. Enable us, in your presence and by your leading, to discover ways in which we may respect and care for one another, and this planet, not only as a means of survival but as a way of worshipping You. Remind us each day that time is as much a gift of blessing from You, as is Eternity. Teach us that you are more interested in tomorrow lived with you, than the deeds of yesterday lived without You.
NOTE:  
AS WELL AS ALL OF THE ABOVE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS OTHER WORK GOING ON WHICH BECAUSE IT IS SENSITIVE AND INVOLVES THE VERY REAL CARE OF PEOPLE CANNOT ALWAYS BE DETAILED. 

THERE ARE CASES OF DISCIPLINE, APPEALS FROM INDIVIDUALS, KIRK SESSIONS AND CONGREGATIONS. IT IS EXTRAORDINARILY DIFFICULT WORK WHERE LEGAL ARGUMENT, EMOTIONS AND DIFFERENT UNDERSTANDING OF SITUATIONS CAN CAUSE RIFTS WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST.
· Pray for those who respond to the call to try and resolve painful situations, and pray for those who are involved in them, that the Word of God may dwell in them richly and that healing may be found

