At Inverkeithing Parish Church on Thursday 6th October 2011,
at which place and day the Presbytery of Dunfermline

met for Holy Communion and was then constituted  with prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES

The Moderator Mr John Belford, the Clerk the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present as in the sederunt book.

APPRECIATION
The Business Convener expressed thanks on behalf of Presbytery for the meaningful way in which worship and communion had been conducted.
MINUTES

The Minutes of  1st September 2011 were proposed seconded and agreed.

AGENDA

The agenda is as printed, noting that a report had been accidentally omitted from it for Church and Community, but Presbyters were advised that the report was in print.
TRANSLATION OF THE REV DR ANN ALLISON

Presbytery called on the Convener of the Vacancy Procedure Committee for St Andrew's Erskine who advised Presbytery that permission had been given for Dr Allison to translate from the charge of St Andrew's Erskine to that of Crail and Kingsbarns.

Presbytery was advised that three members of the congregation were present, and if invited, Mrs Hilary Arneil would speak on behalf of the congregation. Mrs Arneil  paid tribute to the drive, humour and enthusiasm that Dr Allison had brought to her ministry and thanked her for the way in which she had held the congregation together when they were homeless!
Dr Allison replied, thanking Presbytery for its support over the years of her ministry and remarking that she had actually enjoyed her time in Presbytery, although she knew she held the record for being the Convener who had held the floor of Presbytery longest, having been questioned over a report for some hour and forty five minutes!   She felt that she was leaving a congregation that was happy, welcoming and friendly and was in good heart.

The Moderator wished Dr Allison well and intimated that her induction to Crail and Kingsbarns would take place on Friday 7th October 2011.

BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener the Rev Norman Grant.
DELIVERANCE:
That Presbytery
1. Receives the report
2. Instruct the Clerk to write to the Presbyteries of  St Andrew's and Kirkcaldy with the proposal that we explore the possibility of an annual shared worship event for the three Fife Presbyteries and ensure that conveners of committees have handbooks for all three Presbyteries in order to maintain links with the corresponding conveners in the other Presbyteries.
3. Instruct representatives of the Property Committee to join with the Committee from Stewardship to meet urgently with the Kirk Session and Board of Managers of Gillespie Memorial Parish Church to discuss the reason for the shortfall of payments to central funds and report back to Presbytery at the November meeting.

4. Agree to invite Dr Murdo McDonald to address the Presbytery as an order of the day at the November meeting.

5. Note that in accordance with the decision of Presbytery to release Dr Iain Greenshields from all duties to concentrate on his role as Chaplain that the Rev Victor Laidlaw would take over the present role occupied by Dr Greenshields in St Leonard's.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Mrs Faye Buchan.

DELIVERANCE:
That Presbytery
1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the proposal to make no changes to the proposed 2012 Ministries and Mission contributions and that Presbytery’s approval of the stated amounts will be sought at the November meeting.

3. Notes the arrangements which are in place for requesting reductions in Ministries and Mission contributions in 2012.

4. Notes the reminder, that congregations seeking dispensation from paying all of their Ministries and Mission contributions by monthly standing order, should make their case, in writing, to this committee before 20th October 2011.
5. Reminds congregations of the arrangements for the Stewardship and Finance conference on Thursday 13th October 2011, to which 4 representatives from every congregation are invited to attend at 7.30pm in St Andrews Erskine Church.

6. Notes the financial situation, which has become apparent, with the congregation of Dunfermline: Gillespie, and instructs Presbytery’s Stewardship and Finance Committee to assemble a team and arrange an early investigative meeting with the finance team and/or Office Bearers of Gillespie Church and to report back to Presbytery at the earliest opportunity.
After discussion it was agreed to change the wording of part 6 of the deliverance to read "an early investigative meeting with the Kirk Session and Board of Managers" and also "report back to the November meeting of Presbytery,"  with these changes 
the deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
OVERSIGHT

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener the Rev Violet Mackay.
DELIVERANCE:
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Note the arrangements for the 4 Local Church Reviews in 2012.  Rev Alan Vint MDO to facilitate the use of the Future Focus material within the review.
3.  The Visiting Teams carrying out the Local Church Reviews – 

4. Aberdour: Charles Stoddart  (Convener) Rev Andrew Morris, Sheila Leel and Faye Buchan. Rosyth: Pat Munro DCS  (Convener), Rev Elizabeth Fisk, George Watt and Alan Fowlie. Beath & Cowdenbeath North: Colin Mackenzie (Convenor),Rev Peter Gerbrandy-Baird, Ken Logan and Margaret Dow. Townhill & Kingseat  Margaret Mateos  (Convener) Rev Isabel Whyte, Frank Moyes and Margaret Miller
5. Approve the Study Leave application of Rev Jayne Scott on the theme of    Pilgrimage.

6. Urge Presbyters to vote for the 4 proposed Overtures -

a) Overture Anent Discipline of Ministers, Licentiates, Graduate     Candidates and Deacons.

     b) Overture Anent Bullying.

     c)  Overture Anent Discrimination.

     d)  Overture Anent Discipline of Elders, Readers and Office Bearers.
7. Instruct The Presbytery Clerk to transmit to the office of the Principal Clerk the results of the vote.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

The vote for all four Overtures was 37 for each and none against

MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Miss Morag Crawford DCS.

DELIVERANCE:
That Presbytery  

1. Receive the report

2. Note  that  the Rev.  D. Redmayne, Rev.  P. Gerbrandy-Baird, Rev.  I. Whyte, Rev. V. Laidlaw; Miss M. Crawford DCS,  and Mr J.Belford, attended the training for interviewing  OLM applicants at Presbytery level.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH EDUCATION

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by Miss pat Monro DCS.
DELIVERANCE:

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report
2. Remind congregations that they should ensure that all in their congregation working with children and vulnerable groups know who their congregational safeguarding co-ordinator is and how to make contact. 
3. Note that Lorraine Fraser of Dunfermline Abbey and Hazel  MacPhail of Limekilns have satisfactorily completed training as Congregational Co-ordinators. 
The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH MISSION
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener the Rev David Redmayne.

DELIVERANCE
That Presbytery:

1. Receive the report.

2. Note the intention of the Committee to revisit the congregation of St Andrew’s Erskine prior to making any recommendation concerning the process of the impending vacancy.

3. Note the Committee’s report and comments, and agrees that Dunfermline Abbey be permitted to proceed with the vacancy process on the basis of unrestricted tenure, in accordance with the current Presbytery Plan.

4. Instruct the Clerk to inform the Presbytery Planning Task Group of this decision regarding Dunfermline Abbey.

5. Receive the Mission Development Officer’s report and affirmed him in his work.

6. Is encouraged by the interest shown in the recent ‘Church and Young People’ conference and congratulates all whose efforts and participation made this event a success, particularly those who spoke and led seminars.

7. Thank the Minister and Kirk Session of St.Andrew’s Erskine Church for the use of the church and halls.

8. Remind congregations of the wealth of resources available through engagement with the MDO and encourage congregations entering a time of vacancy to consider the opportunities for development during this period.

9. Note the dates for the Mission Shaped Introduction course being held in St.Serf’s Church Benarty.

10. Receive the Prayer Promoters Report and affirms him in his work.

11. Encourage all the churches of Presbytery to take part in the Prayer Pilgrimage on Saturday 26th November 2011.  

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

CHURCH AND WORLD
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Mrs Margaret Mateos.

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery:

1. Receive the report
2.  Request that congregations complete and return the form regarding the links they have with Overseas Churches to Margaret Mateos.

3. Note with thanks those congregations who have a nominated person to receive Church and Society Council news and encourage those who have not already done so to please do so.

4. Encourage congregations to be more involved within schools.

5. Encourage Presbytery to utilise training in Mental Health First Aid.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
	1
	Information Commissioner’s Office
	Conf. of Renewal
	

	2
	Stephen Stewart
	Complaint re way Presbytery handled T & K
	Answered

	3
	Newport Parish Church
	Concert
	Available

	4
	Dr Murdo McDonald
	Request from SRT to address Pres
	Business Committee

	5
	Carron Lunt
	Re conference
	Noted

	6
	Scottish Church Theological Society
	Re Conference
	Available

	7
	General Trustees
	Re Rosyth
	Dealt with

	8
	General Trustees (2)
	Re Rosyth
	

	9
	Mark Evans
	Intention to move to Edinburgh Presbytery
	Agreed with Presbytery Clerk Edinburgh

	10


	Roy Cordukes


	Request for Committee experience
	Agreed


ADJOUNRMENT
There being no further business Presbytery adjourned to meet for regular business on Thursday November 3rd 2011 in St Andrew’s Erskine Church.

Closed with prayer.

___________________________Moderator_______________________Clerk
