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2nd October 2008.
At St Ninian’s Church Dunfermline on the 4th day of October 2008, 
at which place and day the Presbytery of Dunfermline met, following the
Sacrament of Holy Communion, and was constituted by prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES
The Rev Elizabeth Fisk, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny, Clerk and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, as in the Sederunt Book.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that the minutes, being in the hands of members be approved with one amendment; that the name of Mrs Fay Colyer be added to the list of Parity Elders.
THE AGENDA
The Business Convenor advised Presbytery that the agenda was as printed with the addition of two reports, one from the Parish Mission Committee, and a Convenor’s report from Oversight plus five extra items of correspondence.

FAREWELL TO THE REV JOCK AND THE REV MARGARET STEIN
Due to their impending retirement and since this was to be the last meeting of Presbytery that their Ministers would be attending the Congregation of Tulliallan and Kincardine had been invited to attend. There was present on behalf of the Congregation. Jean Allan, Mary McDonald, Etta Johnston, Rena Dickie and Isobel Binnie, and if invited Rena Dickie and Isobel Binnie would address Presbytery.
Presbytery so invited.

Both Mrs Dickie and Ms Binnie commented on the compassion and concern they had witnessed in the shared ministry of Mr and Mrs Stein. Within eighteen months they had visited every member of the congregation in their homes. Whilst concerned about the missing generation in the Kirk they had never the less broadened the horizons of the Congregation. It was commented that Jock considered him self a recovered workaholic and it was commented upon that the congregation was glad that he was a recovered one!
Margaret and Jock then commented on their respective reflections of their time in Presbytery. Margaret expressed gratitude for the time she had been given to work as Chaplain and Jock commented that whilst acting as Convenor of Stewardship and Finance that he was very grateful for the help he had had from Mr Stewart Laird, the Presbytery Treasurer. 
Jock also challenged Presbytery to ask what God was saying to us in our present economic situation, touching on the fact that it had come about through greed and irresponsibility and urging Presbyters to be open to change and to discovering God’s blessing in the midst of change.
Presbytery paid tribute to the good humoured way that Jock had dealt with his role as Convenor of Stewardship and to the ministry Margaret had shown as Chaplain. Many Presbyters had received hospitality from the Steins and their gifts of encouragement were greatly appreciated. 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery then called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convenor, Mr George Watt.

The Convenor thanked the Moderator for the meaningful service of Holy Communion.

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report

2. Agree the arrangements for the service of closure of Beath Church. 

3. Approve the appointment of Rev A. Vint as representative on the Mission and Discipleship Committee

4. Agree the arrangements for the service for setting apart Mr David Blane for the readership.

5. Approve the appointment of the Reverend ESS Kenny to the Ad Hoc Working Together Group for Fife Presbyteries

6. Approve the appointment of Mrs Faye Buchan and Mr George Watt to review the 2009 Budget

7. Approve the request for the NCD Healthy Church campaign to bill Presbytery direct.

8. Agree to use the Session House at Saline as a Presbytery Office.
9. Accept the offer of the Rev Dr Allison to serve as Presbytery Treasurer, and appoint her to the post.
10. Note that the Moderator’s Reception will take place on 13th February 2009, at St Ninian’s Church at a cost of £8 per person.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.
Parish Mission
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convenor, the Rev David Redmayne
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Agree that the Award for Mission goes to Gillespie Church to resource the Town Centre Mission work carried out by Pat Carrigan in Dunfermline. 

3. Agree to the Parish Mission Committee exploring the possibility of two people working collaboratively in the role of Presbytery Prayer Promoter. 

The deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.
Finance and Property Committee
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener, Mrs. Fay Buchan.

That Presbytery 

1.  Receive the report.

2.  Note the proposed contribution (allocation) figures for 2009 and agree to consider them at the November meeting of Presbytery.

3. Remind all congregations that contribution payments must be made monthly by standing order and instruct any congregation seeking a dispensation in 2009 should contact the convener, with reasons, before October 31st 2008.
4. Congratulate Gillespie Memorial on winning this year's Award for Mission and authorize the convener to reduce their allocation for 2008 by £1,000 and instruct the Clerk to inform the General Treasurer of this reduction.

5. Agree to the committee’s proposal to help fund congregations undertaking the Natural Church Development programme before the end of this year, where the congregation would find difficulty financing it, and authorize the convener to make the necessary reductions to 2008 allocations, if required. 
The deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.
PARISH EDUCATION
The Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Vice Convenor, Mr John Belford
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Urge congregations to avail themselves of the Core Skills Training being provided on 18th October and 22nd November at St. Leonard’s Church and notify Mrs Leppard if they have no-one attending.

3. Ask congregations to ensure that contact details for Youth & Children’s Ministry held by Mrs. Leppard are correct.

4. Ask congregations to advise the Parish Education Committee of anyone who attended or will attend either the Youth or Children’s Assemblies.

5. Ask congregations to advise Mrs. Mina Kyle if they have volunteers requiring safeguarding training. 
The deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.

VACANCY PROCEDURE 
Presbytery called for the report which in the absence of the VP Co-ordinator was given by the Presbytery Clerk. 
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Encourage all Presbyters to attend the training on aspects of Vacancy procedure to be held on 30th October and 27th November in St Andrew’s Erskine Church.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.
OVERSIGHT 
In order to expedite business, in accordance with the request of the Business Committee, the Convenor had asked the Clerk to present his convenor’s report.
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Instructs the Clerk to issue a Practising Certificate to the Rev A Gordon Reid.

3. Grant the Rev Rosemary Smith membership.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.

CORRESPONDENCE

               From                                       Content                                     Action

	1
	Dunf. Healing Rooms
	Description of Ministry
	C & C

	2
	Ministries Council
	Study Leave
	Oversight

	3
	Beath & C. North
	Re Closure Beath
	Business Committee to set a date for service of closure.

	4
	Dr Allison
	Suggestion re Comm.
	Church and Community

	5
	Ruth Woodward
	Stirling University
	Available

	6
	John Thomson
	American Student
	Request for Placement

	7
	Linda Jamieson
	Re Commission
	Business Committee

	8
	Janette Wilson
	Use of Offerings
	F&P

	9
	Rosemary Smith
	Request for Membership
	Business Committee

	10
	Mission & Discipleship
	Receipt for Rural Church Conf.
	Treasurer

	11


	Culross & Torryburn


	Release of Funds/Manse Repairs
	         F&P

	12
	Ministries Council
	Cert. of Completion of reader’s course for David Blane
	Business Committee to set a date for setting apart.

	13
	Tabor Retreat Centre
	Day Conf. on Conflict
	Information available

	14
	Graham Sinclair Assoc.
	Offer of a plot for Townhill
	Dr Oswald

	15
	John Thomson
	Re report of P. T. Chaplain
	Parish Mission

	16
	Rev Andrew Philip
	Request to change date and time of Committee Meeting
	To be read to presbytery.

	17
 
	Very Rev Dr. Finlay McDonald
	Indicating Conference on 
Assembly Arrangements
	To be read to Presbytery


Item 16 Presbytery agreed to the change of date and time for the next Committee Meeting of Church and Community Committee.

Item 17 Presbytery was invited to send as many representatives as possible to the meeting re Assembly Arrangements. 7 Presbyters indicated their intention to be present.

As part of its agenda for considering change, Presbytery then called for an in depth report of the work of the Parish of St Ninian’s and an insightful report on the work and witness of the many groups existing in the life of the church was given by the Minister of the Charge the Rev Elizabeth Fisk.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet In Hunc Effectum on the 9th October at Limekilns Parish Church for the setting apart of Mr David Blane to the Readership, Presbytery to meet at 6.45 p.m. for 7.00 p.m. and then for regular business on the 6th November 2008 at 7 p.m. in the Abbey Halls Abbey Park Place Dunfermline.

Closed with prayer 

___________________________Moderator_____________________Clerk
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