6th November 2008

At Dunfermline on the 6th day of November 2008, at which place and day the Presbytery of Dunfermline met and was constituted by prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES
The Rev. Elizabeth Fisk, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny Clerk, and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, with apologies as in the sederunt book.
It was moved seconded and agreed that the minutes of 2nd October 2008 and 9th October being in the hands of members be approved.

THE AGENDA
The Business Convener advised Presbytery that the agenda was as in print with the removal of reports from Accounts Inspection and Parish Education and the addition of a report from Vacancy Procedure Convener, plus 8 extra items of correspondence.
TRIBUTE TO MRS JEAN DOWNIE

Presbytery stood as a tribute to the late Mrs Downie, whose sudden death took place on the 13th October 2008, was given by the Rev Bob Boyle her Parish Minister.

Mrs Downie a speech therapist had been the wife of the Late Rev Sandy Downie and until his death in 1992 she had ministered with him in the Parish of Saline and Blairingone for over thirty years. She gave service as a Sunday School Teacher, and ran the Boy’s Brigade, even to the extent of refereeing their football matches and washing their football strips! She supported all of the church activities, was welcome into many homes and played her part in the Guild at a local and Presbytery level.
Jean was cheerful, busy, outgoing and she lived her faith and influenced many for the Lord she loved. She is survived by her children Margaret, Sandy and Alison and her grandchildren who were in so many ways her life.
The Moderator prayed for Mrs Downie’s family and friends.

Admission of Rev Rosemary A. Smith.
Having been advised that all papers were in order and having resolved to admit the Rev Rosemary Smith who had recently retired from to Blantyre Old in the Presbytery of Hamilton, the Moderator formally welcomed her and invited her to sign the formula. 
CLERK’S REPORT 
The Rev Elizabeth Kenny asked Presbytery to homologate a previous decision which had not been minuted.

That Presbytery,
1. Homologate the earlier agreement that the Line Manager for the MDO liaise with the Rev John Chalmers and the Rev Isabel Whyte concerning the expenditure of the grant for the MDO.
2. In exceptional circumstances should neither of the above be available Mr Redmayne be given the authority to liaise with the Clerk.

The deliverance as a whole was moved seconded and agreed.
BUSINESS COMMITTEE

Presbytery called for the report of the business committee which was given by the Convener Mr George Watt.
Deliverance,
That Presbytery 

1. Receive the report

2. Approve the following rota for the Congregational Presentations –December 2008 Cowdenbeath Trinity, March 2009 Dalgety, May 2009 Saline and Blairingone.
3. Approve the Standing Orders

4. Approve Business Committee’s request for trial period of minutes being sent via email

5. Note that the Rev Ann Allison has taken over the duties of treasurer and thank Mr S. Laird for his dedicated service.

6. Appoint Mr David Blane as Presbytery Mission and Discipleship representative.

It was suggested that in order to accept the standing orders presented in print that it would e necessary to suspend Presbytery’s standing current standing orders. It was proposed seconded and put to the vote, 49 voted for the suspension of standing orders and none voted against and so it was agreed that this should happen.
The Moderator thanked the retiring Treasurer Mr Stewart Laird for the years of service he had given to Presbytery in his capacity as Tresurer.

The deliverance as whole was moved, seconded and agreed.
FINANCE AND PROPERTY
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by Mrs Faye Buchan, Joint Convener.

Deliverance,
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Approve the combined contributions to the Ministry and Mission Funds for 2009 and instruct the Clerk to send the agreed figures to the General Treasurer.

3. Grant the congregations of Dunfermline St. Ninian’s and Culross & Torryburn, exemption from the requirement to pay their full 2009 contributions by monthly standing order and instruct the Clerk to inform the General Treasurer’s office.

4. Approve the expenditure by Kelty Parish Church, of a further £5,000, on roof repairs and external painting.
An addendum to be added to part 2 of the deliverance was proposed,– “on condition that the finance committees of the two congregations meet with representatives of the Presbytery’s Finance and property Committee.”
The addendum was accepted by the Convener and duly seconded and agreed by presbytery, there for the new part 3 of the deliverance reads;

3. Grant the congregations of Dunfermline St. Ninian’s and Culross & Torryburn, exemption from the requirement to pay their full 2009 contributions by monthly standing order and instruct the Clerk to inform the General Treasurer’s office, on condition that the finance committees of the two congregations meet with representatives of the Presbytery’s Finance and property Committee.”

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
Presbytery called for the report of the Church and Community Committee, which was given by the Rev Andrew Philp, Convener.
DELIVERANCE
That Presbytery:

1. Receive the report.

2. Approve the proposal that copies of each church’s newsletter be sent to the website manager, who could then post news on the website and produce a regular digest in print.

3. Instruct the Clerk to write to the Church and Society Council to express our concern and challenge the view expressed in the recent press release on Sharia law, and to seek clarification on this issue from the Council.
There followed a very full and lively debate. 
Following a motion to depart from Part 2 of the deliverance which was duly seconded it was voted upon and part 2 of the deliverance fell. 

A new 2 in the name of the Rev Dr Iain Greenshields was proposed and duly seconded.

“ Instruct the Clerk to write to the Church and Society Council to express our concern regarding the recent Press Release regarding Sharia Law and ascertain whether this was agreed by a meeting of the Council”
Upon being put to Presbytery the new part 2 of the deliverance was agreed.

There for the deliverance as amended reads.

1. Receive the report
2. Instruct the Clerk to write to the Church and Society Council to express our concern regarding the recent Press Release regarding Sharia Law and ascertain whether this was agreed by a meeting of the Council

3. Instruct the Clerk to write to the Church and Society Council to express our concern and challenge the view expressed in the recent press release on Sharia law, and to seek clarification on this issue from the Council
A counter motion to part 3 of the deliverance in the name of the Very Rev Dr McLellan was proposed and seconded as follows.

“Instruct the Committee to seek conversation with the Church and Society Council and with local Muslims about the possible implementation of Sharia Law in the UK and report.”
An addendum was proposed to the counter motion in the following terms – delete “ implementation” and insert “practise of Sharia Law amongst the Muslim Community.”
After discussion there voted for Dr McLellan’s amended counter motion 21 and against 25 there for the counter motion as amended fell.

A new part 4 was proposed and seconded in the following terms;
“Presbytery write to the President of Iran and to the Iranian Ambassador in the UK expressing concern that Ramtin Soodman has been detained solely on account of his religious belief and is a prisoner of conscience; calling on the authorities to release him immediately and unconditionally, or to charge him promptly with a recognizably criminal offence and give him a fair trial; and send a copy to the Church and Society Council.”
The Convenor was happy to accept the new 4 and after discussion it was duly accepted by Presbytery. There for the deliverance as a whole which reads;

1. Receive the report
2. Instruct the Clerk to write to the Church and Society Council to express our concern regarding the recent Press Release regarding Sharia Law and ascertain whether this was agreed by a meeting of the Council

3. Instruct the Clerk to write to the Church and Society Council to express our concern and challenge the view expressed in the recent press release on Sharia law, and to seek clarification on this issue from the Council.

4. Presbytery write to the President of Iran and to the Iranian Ambassador in the UK expressing concern that Ramtin Soodman has been detained solely on account of his religious belief and is a prisoner of conscience; calling on the authorities to release him immediately and unconditionally, or to charge him promptly with a recognizably criminal offence and give him a fair trial; and send a copy to the Church and Society Council.
The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and accepted.

PARISH MISSION.
Presbytery called for the report of the Parish Mission Committee which was given by the Convener Rev David Redmayne
Deliverance

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Encourages readers of the Life and Work to take part in feedback survey in the November issue.

3. Encourages churches to review their copyright arrangements and contact CCLI for advice if needed.

4. Encourages churches to consider “The Year of Homecoming 2009” as an opportunity for mission and look into all the resources available.

5. Recognises the value of the work being done by Rev Allan Vint for Presbytery and commends him in his initial work as the Mission Development Officer.

6. Notes that Rev Allan Vint is running a “Contagious Christian” course in the spring of 2009 and is planning a course on “Reaching the Unchurched” in the autumn of 2009.

7. Agrees to an annual church census being held in March each year and instructs every church in Presbytery to take part.

8. Notes that the Committee will be holding a worship band workshop in March 2009.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Ministries Committee which was given by the Convener the Rev Norman Grant.

 The Overture from the General Assembly contained on pages 6 & 7 of the remits booklet was duly discussed and Presbytery proceeded to a vote.
There approved the Overture 45 with none against. 
 Deliverance
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Instruct the Clerk to communicate the decision of Presbytery concerning the Overture amending Act IX 2002 anent Admission and Re-admission of Ministers (as amended).

3. Remit the instruction to study the report Building for the Future – from the Grass Roots to the Parish Mission Committee.

4. Instruct the committee to arrange a meeting for members or representatives of Presbytery, Kirk Sessions and Financial Courts to discuss the report on congregational conflict.
Following discussion it was moved and seconded that there be a new 5 in the following terms;

5. Affirm its wholehearted support for the ordination and ministry of women.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

VACANCY PROCEDURE CO-ORDINATOR.
The Rev Ann Allison reported in the following terms
That Presbytery

1. Instruct the Clerk to send the Vacancy Schedule for Townhill and Kingseat to the Ministries Council.
Presbytery so instructed the Clerk.
CORRESPONDENCE.
CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Scottish Bible Society
	Request to address Presb.
	Business Committee

	2
	David Blane
	Thanks for setting apart
	Business Committee

	3
	Lesley Blair
	Intimation of wrong telephone no
	Dealt with by the Clerk.

	4
	Ministries Council
	Re enquirers
	Ministry

	5
	Lochaber Presbytery
	Seeking Locums
	Info Available

	6
	Request for Admission
	Rev Kristina Herbold
	To be intimated

	7
	Dr Munro
	Re Conduct of funerals
	answered

	8
	Iain Greenshields
	Intimation of locum for 

T & K
	

	9
	Linda Jamieson
	Cancellation of Comm. Of Assembly
	Noted

	10
	Findlay McDonald
	3rd Article Declaratory
	Parish Mission and

Mr Iain Mitchell

	11
	Ministries Council
	Vacancy Schedules
	Dr Allison

	12
	Rev David Melville
	Request to join Pres.
	Oversight

	13
	Jane Blackley              
	Looking for Locum work          
	. Info available

	14
	Peter Kandulu             
	Clerk to Pres. of Livilidzi         
	Church and Comm

	15
	Douglas Nicol             
	 re Future Focus                          
	Parish Mission

	16
	Eliz. Macinnis             
	. Re Closure of Beath                  
	Answered

	17
	Ministry Council
	Re Study Leave for A. Philip
	Oversight

	18
	Broken Rites      
	Magazine                                   
	Available

	19
	Legal Dept    
	OSCAR
	N/A

	20
	St Ninnian’s                 
	Parity Elder
	Presb.


The Clerk shared several items of correspondence with Presbytery, and it was agreed that Mrs Faye Buchan be made a Parity Elder and that the Representative Elder for St Ninnian’s be Mr Alex Erskine 32 Linburn Grove Dunfermline KY11 4LG

The Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins complained that his name had been omitted from the billet in connection with item 8 in correspondence regarding the appointment of the locum at Tullillan and Kincardine. He advised Presbytery that he felt hurt by the omission and felt that his work as a locum was not valued.  

The Clerk apologised for the oversight and advised Presbytery that she had been advised by Mr Chalmers of Ministries Council that Presbytery’s approval was not necessary and in seeking clarification had inadvertently omitted Dr Jenkins name.

Dr Jenkins stated he too had had the same advice from Mr Chalmers but had sought confirmation of the advice given from another source in 121 and had been given conflicting advice. He asked that the Clerk write to Mr Chalmers and ask for clarification of Presbytery’s roll in the appointment of locums to be given in writing.
The Clerk agreed to seek written clarification.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet in Hunc Effectum for the Closure of Beath Church on Sunday 16th November at 2.45 p.m. for 3.00 p.m. and then to meet for regular business in the Abbey Halls Abbey Park Place, Dunfermline on Thursday 4th December 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

Closed with prayer.
_______________________Moderator_________________________Clerk
