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1st May 2008
At Dunfermline, on the 1st day of May 2008, at which day and place,
the Presbytery of Dunfermline met and was constituted by prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES
Miss Morag Crawford DCS, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny, Clerk and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, with apologies as in the Sederunt Book.
MINUTES.

It was moved seconded and agreed that the minutes of 3rd April, 11th April and 20th April 2008, being in the hands of members, be approved.
AGENDA.

The Business Convenor advised Presbytery that the agenda was as printed with eight extra items of correspondence.
INSTALLATION OF THE MODERATOR
Having instructed the Clerk to bring in the Moderator-elect and proffered the traditional handshake, the Moderator spoke of the highlights of her year in office. Miss Crawford thanked Presbytery for the opportunity of serving Presbytery as Moderator.
Miss Crawford then installed the Rev Elizabeth Fisk, Dunfermline St Ninnian’s as Moderator for the ensuing year with prayer, and the scarf of office, wishing her well for the ensuing year.
Mrs Fisk took the chair and thanked Miss Crawford for her service during the last year.
DEMISSION OF THE REV ALLAN CHILDS.

The Clerk advised Presbytery that a letter of demission had been received from Mr Childs, indicating a call to serve in a church in Pretoria in South Africa. Although the date was to be determined it was important for Mr Childs that Presbytery agree to his demission. Mr Childs had shared with 
both the Clerk and representatives of New Charge Development his reasons for demitting and all were satisfied that there was no reason to withhold leave to demit.
The responsibility for the vacancy being with New Charge Presbytery simply has to appoint a representative to serve during the vacancy and I would respectfully suggest that since Miss Crawford our outgoing Moderator had been closely involved in the life of the Congregation, that if it please Presbytery, she should serve as our appointed representative.
Presbytery Agreed.
The Moderator then asked the representatives of the Congregation if they agreed to release their Minister.
They answered in the affirmative, and arrangements were made for them to take leave of their Minister at the June meeting of Presbytery.

Mr Childs was instructed to await the pleasure of the Presbytery of Pretoria and both he and the Congregation were invited to return to this Presbytery in June. Presbytery wished both him and the Congregation well and assured them that more would be said at the June meeting of Presbytery.
ORDER OF THE DAY.
BOY’S BRIGADE

Presbytery called for the report of the Dunfermline and District Battalion of the Boy’s Brigade, which was given by Mr John Belford.
The report being in print and being in the hands of members Mr Belford highlighted the acute staffing problems and indicated that due to this one company would have to close. He also drew to Presbytery’s attention to the thanksgiving Service due to take place on 3rd October 2008 in Dalgety parish Church (6.30 p.m.) to which all Presbyters were invited.
After calling for questions the Moderator thanked Mr Belford for his report.
GUILD PRESBYTERIAL COUNCIL
Presbytery called for the report of the Guild Presbyterial Council but no representative was available. Presbytery decided to give an opportunity for the report to be received at the June meeting.

BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Business Committee which was given by Mr George Watt, Convenor.

DELIVERANCE
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Admit the Rev Jack Gisbey to membership of Dunfermline Presbytery.

3. Urge all Convenors to meet with the Convenor on May 22nd to arrange the composition of the new committees for 2008/2009.

4. Instruct the Clerk to write to Saline Church thanking them for their kind offer of accommodation for the presbytery office.
Since Mr Gisbey was not known to Presbytery the Clerk gave some information concerning his background and Presbytery resolved to admit him to membership.
The Moderator then invited Mr Gisbey to come forward and asked him to affirm the vows he had taken upon his ordination. He did so and was duly admitted as a full member of Presbytery.
The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed in full. 
PARISH EDUCATION
Presbytery called for the report of the Parish Education Committee which was given by the Rev Isabel Whyte, Convenor.
Mrs Whyte asked Presbytery’s permission to introduce Mrs Morag Angus, Joint Elder Trainer who was present for the first time.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Angus whose name was added to the roll as a Corresponding member.

DELIVERANCE
That Presbytery
1. Receive the report

2. Encourage commissioners to the General Assembly to contact the Youth and Children’s Representatives.

3. Note the information about the forthcoming courses and encourage Elders and Leaders to attend.
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE/ PROPERTIES AND GLEBES
Presbytery called for the report of the Committee which was given by the Rev Jock Stein, Convenor.
DELIVERANCE
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Note how the Manse Condition Schedule should be used by Congregations
3. Recommend that Townhill and Kingseat Congregation sell their Manse, and obtain outline planning permission for a further dwelling in the Manse garden prior to sale.

4. Instruct those congregations who have not already done so to increase their insurance value to the level recommended by G. A. B. Robins.

There followed a very full debate and a counter motion was laid on the table in the following terms.

“That we substitute urge in place of instruct”.
On being put to the vote only three Presbyters supported the counter motion and it therefore fell.
The full deliverance was therefore put to Presbytery and it was duly proposed seconded and agreed.
WORLD MISSION/ CHURCH & COMMUNITY/ECUMENICAL RELATIONS.
Presbytery called for the report of the Committee which was given by the Rev Andrew Philip, Convenor. 
The Clerk commented that this name of the Committee, as well as some others, was some what unwieldy and that should any committee wish to change the name they should ask Presbytery’s permission.

Noted.

DELIVERANCE.
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Expresses its concern about the overcrowding in DEX schools and the emergency measures implemented by Fife Council.
3. Instructs the Clerk to write to the Church of Scotland’s Standing Committee on Education expressing our concern about the lack of reports from the Church Representative on Fife Council’s education committee.

4. Note the invitation to participate in the “Being Church” conference and especially encourage participation by a representative from each of the congregations West of Dunfermline.
5. Note the intention to bring a report on a Presbytery Partnership to the June meeting of Presbytery.

6. Encourage those attending the National Gathering to find our more about the Church and Society, World Mission and Ecumenical Affairs work of the Church.
7. Encourage prayer for our sister churches in Dunfermline as buildings are closed and officers move on and as new clergy prepare to take up charges.
The deliverance as a whole was moved seconded and agreed.
PARISH MISSION
Presbytery called for the report of Parish Mission and it was given by the Convenor, the Rev Dr Ann Allison.

DELIVERANCE
That presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Asks Presbyters to note the new web site address and pass any feedback on it to the Rev Allan Vint.
3. Requests that Presbyters ensure that updated details for each church are sent to the Rev Allan Vint, either on the printed sheets or on the form available on the new website
The deliverance in full was proposed seconded and agreed.
CORRESPONDENCE 
	1
	Practising Cert for Rev Alan Vint
	Noted

	2
	Practising Cert & request for seat Rev Jack Gisbey
	Business Committee

	3
	Church Without Walls Gathering
	Noted

	4
	Church without Walls Gathering
	Noted

	5
	Father David Barr
	Acknowledging invite.

	6
	Demission – Rev Alan Childs
	Presbytery

	7
	Gideons
	Noted

	8
	Rev Frank Tulloch-Request Pract. Cert
	Oversight

	9
	Ministries Council
	Ministry.

	10
	Ministries Council
	Ministry

	11
	Queen’s Park Parish
	Jock Stein

	12
	Gideon News
	Available

	13
	Douglas Nicol
	Clarification of Special Trusts - Treasurer

	14 
	Andrew Patterson
	 Request for Practising Certificate       

	15
	No name given
	Offer of Food Hygiene Courses

	16
	Liz Murphy
	Re Midi Files at Crem


Item 16 was read in full to Presbytery and the Clerk was instructed to write to Ms Murphy expressing concern at the proposal to move to computer generated music at the Dunfermline Crematorium, and asking that Presbytery be kept informed of any developments.
A.O.C.B.
The Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins raised the matter of the appointment of an Interim Minister at Townhill and Kingseat and asked for clarification on the process used for the appointment.
The Clerk was asked to reply and intimated that since no advance notice of the question had been given papers were not to hand but that since the Rev Dr Ann Allison, the Rev Dr John Oswald and the Rev Norman Grant had all been involved in the process one of them would be able to answer Dr Jenkins’ questions.
The Rev Dr Allison responded and reiterated the content of the Business Convenor’s April 2008 report. (Page 250/251 April Minute). It was emphasised that the Rev Dr Oswald had been offered to act as locum, an offer which had been accepted by the congregation, and ratified by the Presbytery when he was appointed as Interim Moderator in April.
Dr Jenkins declared himself satisfied with the response to his questions.
It was also noted that since the Rev Dr Greenshields was unable to attend meetings of the Monitoring Group that the Moderator the Rev Elizabeth Fisk should take his place.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet for regular business at 7. 00 p.m. in the Abbey Church Halls, Abbey Park Place, Dunfermline, on Thursday June 26th.

Closed with prayer.

__________________________Moderator______________________Clerk

