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26th June 2008.

At Dunfermline on the 26th day of June 2008, at which place and day 

the Presbytery of Dunfermline met and was constituted by prayer.
SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES

The Rev Elizabeth Fisk Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny Clerk, and others, Ministers, Deacons, and Elders present, with apologies as in the sederunt book.

It was moved seconded and agreed that the minutes of 1st May, being in the hands of members be approved, with one correction to page 265. Third bottom line, second last word should read “out” and not “our”.
MATTERS ARISING.

The Rev Andrew Philips advised Presbytery that the Church’s Representative on the Fife Education Committee had been in contact with him and had assured him that reports on future meetings would be made available to the appropriate committee. However it was pointed out that a meeting had taken place in May and no report had yet been forthcoming.
REV ALAN CHILDS.
Mr Childs having demitted his charge and preparing to depart for his native South Africa was given the opportunity to address Presbytery. He paid tribute to those who had helped him in his work and thanked Presbytery for its support of him.

A representative of Dunfermline St Paul’s East, Mr Gavin Ryalls, spoke warmly of Mr Child’s ministry and said that for the congregation it was a sad but exciting time.
THE GUILD.

A report on the work of the guild was given by Mrs Ethel Marsh.

Presbytery received the report.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Commissioners who had attended the General Assembly reported diligence.
THE AGENDA

The Clerk advised Presbytery that the agenda was as printed with the removal of the deliverance under Parish Mission, but also three additional items of correspondence.
BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Business Committee and in the absence of the Business Convenor the report was given by the Clerk, the Rev Elizabeth Kenny
Deliverance:
That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.
2. Allow the proposed new standing orders to lie on the table until the September meeting of Presbytery.

3. Agree to an in hunc effectum meeting, to take place on the 21st August at 6.45 p.m. in order to sustain the elder’s commissions so that the new committees may begin immediately.
4. Agree that the possibility of using the Session House at Saline as a Presbytery Office should be pursued.

5. Agree to appoint Miss Morag Crawford DCS as Vice Convenor of the Ministry Committee.
6. Agree to appoint Mrs Fay Buchan and the Rev Bob Boyle as Joint Convenors of the Stewardship and Finance and Properties and Glebes Committee, with a review of the function of this committee to be undertaken by the Business Committee no later than May 2009.
7. Agree that the Line Manager of the Mission Development Officer be a member of the Business Committee.
8. Agree to sustain the Elders’ Commissions already available in print.

9. Note that the Congregation of Townhill and Kingseat are now ready to proceed with normal vacancy procedure and that the Vacancy Procedure Committee already appointed begin its work.

A discussion began concerning changes to standing orders but it was proposed seconded and agreed by 31 votes to 2 to delay any further discussion regarding the standing orders until the September meeting when they would lie on the table until the October Meeting. 
Therefore a new part 2 to the deliverance in the following terms was agreed;
2. That discussion on the proposed standing orders be delayed until September and thereafter allowed to lie on the table until October.
With that change the deliverance was proposed, seconded and agreed in full.
ELDERS’ COMMISIONS SUSTAINED
CONGREGATION         NAME                       ADDRESS
	Cairneyhill
	Alan Hunter
	 8 Copper Beech Wynd, Cairneyhill KY12 8UP

	North Q’Ferry
	Mrs Christine Duguid
	2 Carlingnose View, N. Queensferry KY11 1EZ

	Saline & B’gone
	Mrs Fiona Aitken
	1 Dolan Grove, Saline. KY12 9UP

	Tulliallan &

Kincardine
	Mrs Jean Wallace
	13 Chapel Street, Kincardine FK10 4NF

	Cowdenbeath Trinity
	Mr David George
	7 Cullaloe View, Cowdenbeath KY4 8JY

	Dalgety
	Colin McKenzie
	16 Ross Avenue, Dalgety Bay KY11 9YN

	Aberdour St Fillians
	William Cockrane
	43 The Glebe, Aberdour KY3 0UN

	D’Line North 
	Mrs Elizabeth Smith
	3 The Castings, Dunfermline KY12 9AU

	D’Line Townhill & K’seat
	Mrs Catherine Pringle
	9 Kingseat Road, Dunfermline KY12 0DE

	St Serf’s
	John Morrison
	8 Mc Kenzie Cres. Lochgelly KY5 9LT

	D’Line Abbey
	George Brown
	11 Pitbauchlie Bank, Dunfermline KY12 8DP


PARITY ELDERS

        NAME                     ADDRESS

	Derek Peters
	24 Pleasance Brae, Cairneyhill KY12 8FA

	Mrs Ella Coates
	Forth View, Halbeath, Dunfermline. KY12 0TS

	Mr George Watt
	54 Main Street Torryburn KY12 8LT

	Mrs Catherine Duncan
	43 Humbie Terrace, Aberdour. KY30XP

	Duncan Pollock
	75 Halbeath Road, Dunfermline KY12 7QZ

	Mrs Margaret Mateos
	43 South Street, Lochgelly. KY5 9LJ

	Mrs Catherine Dickie
	92 Kilbagie Street, Kincardine FK 10 4QX

	Kenneth Logan
	54 Thimblehall Drive, Dunfermline KY12 7RP


Commission for Corresponding Elder for St Paul’s East – Mr Tharcisse Gatwa.

VACANCY INFORMATION. 

The Rev Dr Ann Allison, Vacancy Procedure Convenor asked Presbytery to note the following decisions.
Gillespie Memorial
1. Interim Moderator will be the Rev Norman Grant.
2. The nominating Committee shall comprise of eleven.

3. The Presbytery Advisory Committee shall comprise of the Rev David Redmayne (Convenor), Jacqueline Thomson DCS, Mark Evans, DCS, Scott Patterson and the Rev Dr Ann Allison.
4. Permission to call is effective from June 1st.

5. The charge will become vacant on October 1st 2008.

Tulliallan and Kincardine.

1. Interim Moderator will be the Rev. Iain Greenshields.
2. The Presbytery Advisory Committee shall comprise of the Rev Isabel Whyte (Convenor), the Rev Lee Messeder, Mr Ken Logan, and Miss Morag Crawford DCS.

Presbytery so noted.
WORLD MISSION/CHURCH & COMMUNITY/ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Presbytery called for the report of the Committee which was given by the Rev Andrew Philip, Convenor. 

1. Receive the report.

2. Agree to the Committee being called “The Church and World Committee”

3. Encourage all congregations, so affected, to respond to the “Issues and Options” stage of the development of a local plan for Dunfermline and West Fife directly (by 21st July) and/or via the Dunfermline Christian Forum (by 27th June).

4. Encourage all congregations to invite Gavin and Bronwen Ryalls, members of the leadership team at St. Paul’s East Church, to share their vision and preparations for full-time Christian service in Rwanda.

5. Agree that the Church and World Committee ask the World Mission Council to assist with the forming of a twinning arrangement between the Presbytery of Dunfermline and the Shire Valley Presbytery, Malawi.

6. Encourage congregations already engaged in a twinning arrangement to share news about that twinning, with the Committee, through their Church and World representative.

The deliverance in full was proposed seconded and agreed.
STEWARSHIP AND FINANCE /PRORTIES AND GLEBES.

Presbytery called for the report of the above committee which was given jointly by the Convenors Mrs Fay Buchan and the Rev Bob Boyle
PROPERTY

Deliverance.

That Presbytery

1 Receive the report.

2 Recognise the manse at Culross as being suitable for an incoming minister.

3 Approve the first stage of the Culross Manse improvement plan; to replace the central heating boiler with a wall mounted Worcester Combie boiler, and install radiators to the top floor rooms, renovate and draught-proof the windows to BS6375 standard, in keeping with the buildings listing. 

4 Support the application of the congregation of Culross and Torryburn to the General Trustees for the release of funds held in their capital fund, and instruct the Clerk to inform the Congregation and the General trustees, and forward all the required documentation. 

5 Approve the application by Cairneyhill for a grant of £5,000 for the feasibility study, and instructs the Clerk to inform the Congregation and General Trustees and forward all the required documentation.

6 Approve outline planning permission to allow the Inverkeithing Parish Church project to advance.

7 Approve the sale of St. Peter’s church hall[formerly known as Fordell Lodgings] and St. John’s church and grounds

8 Approve the application of Inverkeithing Parish Church for a grant of £75,000 to be added to the funding projected from sale of building to enable to project to go ahead, and instruct the Clerk to inform the Congregation and the General Trustees accordingly, and forward all the required documentation.

9 Approve the appointment of Stephen Newsom to carry out the Property Surveys, on Dunfermline North, Kelty and Saline and Blairingone at the cost of £2950 + VAT.

The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed in full.
FINANCE 

Mrs Fay Buchan reporting.

Deliverance:

That Presbytery.
     1. Receive the report.
2. Agree the new name of the former Stewardship & Finance and Property & Glebes Committee, as being Finance and Property Committee.

3. Thank Iain Mitchell, Jock Stein and the Clerk for their Water Charges Campaign on behalf of Presbytery and now discharge them from further service in this respect.

The deliverance as a whole was moved seconded and agreed.
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

Presbytery called for the report of the oversight committee which was given by the Convenor the Rev Donald McCorkindale

Deliverance:  

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report.

2. Instructs the clerk to issue Practising Certificates to: Gareth Davies, Bill Farquhar, Fred Shewan, David Taylor. Gordon Jenkins, Jack Gisbey and Andrew Paterson, and notes that Gareth Davies & David Taylor have decided not to take up a seat in Presbytery.

3. Thanks Margaret Stein for her faithful and compassionate ministry within Presbytery as Chaplain, and wishes her well in retirement.

4. Appoints _____________ as Presbytery Chaplain with effect from __.

5. Note the instruction of Assembly regarding regular checks of mileage Log books, and instruct Oversight Committee to bring details to September meeting.

6. Notes that all rolls and records are in order, and urges congregational office-bearers to pay particular future attention to any matters raised in this year’s checks.

7. Instructs Oversight committee to bring proposals to Business Committee whereby ministerial General Assembly commissions would be offered first to those with good attendance at Presbytery and Committees.

8. Commends Dunfermline Abbey for its distinctive traditional worship, hospitality to many visitors, and the significant and much appreciated emphasis on choral music.

9. Urges the Abbey Kirk Session to consider developing its committee structure to cover all aspects of Session’s remit.

10. Commends minister, office bearers and members of Dunfermline Abbey for their faithfulness in preserving heritage and continuing ministry centred on this historic site.

11. Commends the North Parish for its continuing collaborative ministry with neighbouring West Baptist and United Free Churches.

12. Commends minister, office-bearers and members of the North Parish for their faithful ministry in times of transition in the life of the church and its community.

A very frank discussion re part 4 of the deliverance regarding chaplains was considered and it was agreed that we should retain the practise of those to be ministered to by the chaplain being allowed to vote. A new no 4 was therefore proposed and seconded.

4. Invite Ministers and Presbytery Parish Worker’s to send nominations for female chaplain to the Clerk as soon as possible.
Both the Convenor and Presbytery agreed to accept the new 4.
A further discussion took place on number 7 was proposed seconded 

7. Presbyters are invited to send any suggestions in writing to either the Clerk or the Business Committee Convenor with proposals that would make both Presbytery meetings and Committee meetings more meaningful. 
On the new number 7 being voted upon there were 31 for and 2 against.
It was further proposed and seconded that 9 be deleted, and on being put to the vote it was retained by 26 votes to 2.
The deliverance as amended was agreed.

FIFE COLLABORATION.

Presbytery called for a report on the above and it was given by one of Presbytery’s representatives, the Rev Donald McCorkindale.
Deliverance

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Ministry Committee which was given by the Convenor the Rev Norman Grant.
Deliverance:

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Commend the work of Mr. Barry Meiklejohn at Dunfermline: St. Leonard’s

3. Appoint Mr. Iain Mitchell, QC, as Attached Reader to the Forth Churches Group, subject to the concurrence of the Kirk Sessions of the grouping.

4. Appoint Mr. Bill Adams as Attached Reader to Beath and Cowdenbeath: North Parish Church.

5. Thank Mrs. Betty McDonald and Mr. Barry Meiklejohn for their service as Attached Readers.

6. Appoint Mrs. Joyce McCaffery as Attached Reader to Lochgelly and Benarty: St. Serf’s Parish Church, subject to application being received from the Kirk Session. 

7. Approve the continuation of the service of Attached Reader or Auxiliary Minister as part of a ministry team through vacancy into a new ministry.

It emerged that the Kirk Session of St Serf’s had already made application for the services of Mrs McCaffery and so the Convenor asked that Presbytery agree to remove the part of the deliverance which reads; subject to application being received from the Kirk Session.
Presbytery agreed to so remove.

A new number 8 was proposed and seconded and that was that

     8.  The committee should be renamed the Ministries Committee.

With the amendment to number 6 and the new number 8 it was proposed and seconded that the deliverance in full be agreed.
ACCOUNTS INSPECTION COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Accounts Inspection Committee which was given by the Rev Jock Stein Convenor.
Deliverance

That Presbytery.

1. Receive the report.
2. Thank congregational treasurers for their diligence and congratulate them on coping so well with the new requirements.

3. Instruct the Clerk to inform the General Treasurer that all congregational accounts have been inspected and found to be satisfactory.

4. Instruct the Clerk to write to the General Treasurer and invite him to take up with the appropriate authorities the case for a ‘two year rule’ as outlined in the report.

The deliverance in full was proposed seconded and agreed.
CORRESPONDENCE 

  From                                     Content                                          Action

	1
	Rev Gareth Davies
	Requesting Pract.Cert/ no seat in Presbytery
	Oversight

	2
	General Trustees
	Grant of £6000 to Carnock/Oakley
	Noted

	3
	Rev William Farquar
	Requesting Pract. Cert/and Seat in Presbytery
	Oversight

	4
	Secy of Standing Committee/Education
	Copy of letter to the Rev McLeod. Church Rep on Fife Education.
	Andrew Philip

	5
	Rev Fred Shewan
	Requesting Pract. Cert/ and seat in Presbytery
	Oversight

	6
	Fife Council
	Stakeholder Panels
	CWMMER

	7
	SCHA
	Re conference
	Received too late

	8
	Church Solicitor
	Unitary deed issued for Inverkeithing
	Inverkeithing advised

	  9
	Rev D. Taylor
	Requesting Pract. Cert/ No seat in Presbytery
	Oversight

	  10
	Clerk to Nominating Committee
	Auchterderran, St Fothads and Kinglassie
	Read

	11
	Rev Andrew Patterson
	Request for Pract. Cert/seat in Presbytery
	Oversight

	12
	Gordon Aitchison
	Competition
	Parish Ed.

	13
	Rev D Redmayne
	Re Lay Reader
	Ministry

	14
	Mrs M Mateos
	Re Lay Reader
	Ministry

	15
	Mr H. Parker
	Dunfermline Christian Forum
	CWMMER

	16
	Crossreach
	Newsletter/Prayer
	CWMMER

	17
	Rev A Philip
	Request for paternity leave
	Presb. To agree

	18
	Rev Gordon Jenkins
	Request for Pract. Cert/

And seat in Presbytery
	Oversight

	19
	Rev Jack Gisbey
	Request for Pract. Cert/ and seat in Presbytery also change of address 
	Oversight
Change of address noted.

	20
	Crossreach
	Annual Report
	CWMMER

	21
	Saline and Blairingone
	Request to use Praise group for occasional services
	Presbytery
to agree

	22
	Culross and Torryburn
	Request- Rev. Andrew Patterson to act as Locum
	Presbytery to 

agree.


Items 17, 21 and 22 were all proposed seconded and agreed by Presbytery.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet in hunc effectum on August 21st at 6.45 p.m. in Abbey Halls to sustain Elder’s Commissions, and to meet for regular business in the Abbey Halls, Abbey Park Place Dunfermline at 7. 00 p.m. on Thursday 4th September 2008.
Closed with prayer.

_________________________Moderator_______________________Clerk
