At St Andrew’s Erskine Church, Dunfermline on the 25th day of June 2009,

at which place and day the Presbytery of Dunfermline 

met and was constituted with prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES

The Rev John Chalmers, Moderator, the Rev Norman M. Grant, Clerk (pro tem), and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, with apologies as in the sederunt book.

MINUTES

The Minute of Thursday 7th May were agreed and approved.

Tribute to the Late Stewart McPherson

The Rev. Alastair Jessamine paid tribute to the life and faith of Stewart McPherson and the Moderator led the presbytery in prayer.

Commissioners to General Assembly to report Diligence

Presbyters were asked to report due diligence in attendance at General Assembly. The Moderator asked for comment from a few commissioners.
REPORTS. 

CLERK’S REPORT
Presbytery called for the Clerk’s Report and the Rev Norman Grant presented the report.

Deliverance;

That Presbytery

1. Urge Congregations to return the Elder Commission Forms as soon as possible and sustain those Commissions already returned.

2. Note the arrangements for the Service of Celebration for Maggie Roderick.

3. Agree to the proposed arrangements to appoint a group of five to represent Presbytery at the forthcoming consultations on alternative Presbytery Structures.

4. Agree to the request from the Congregation of Limekilns that they move to a Unitary Constitution and instruct the Clerk to intimate that decision to the Church Solicitor.

5. Issue practising Certificates to Rev Gordon Reid, Rev Bill Farquhar, Rev Andrew Patterson, Rev Fred Shewn,  Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins, Rev Tom Johnston, Rev David Melville, and the Very Rev Andrew McLellan CBE

6. Agree that the Rev Ian Thom replace the Rev Chris Park as Interim Moderator for St Paul’s East.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH MISSION COMMITTEE

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by Rev. David Redmayne.

Deliverance 

That Presbytery:
1. Receive the report

2. Notes that there are no changes to the Presbytery Plan as agreed in May 2007 and updated in May 2008.

3. Instruct the Clerk to send the deliverance with an updated Plan to the Ministries Council for their concurrence, noting and signature.

4. Notes that eighteen congregations have ordered “Back to Church Sunday” Packs and that the deadline for orders through our MDO has been extended until the end of June.

5. Notes the positive feedback from the Contagious Christian Course and that Allan Vint would be happy to teach this course within the context of local Kirk Sessions and /or congregations.

6. Notes that a summary of the “Innovating church for the 21st Century” conference is available on the Presbytery web-site or from Allan Vint.

7. Approves the “Making a High Impact Welcome” Conference for Saturday, 5th September 2009 (9:30am – 1pm) and encourages Kirk Sessions / congregations to send appropriate representatives to it.

8. Receives the Presbytery Census results and analysis by Allan Vint and encourages discussion of the census and its implications within Presbytery and in Kirk Sessions.  

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
During the above report presbytery broke into small discussion groups, each considering a number of questions raised by the census results. The questions and comments made are contained in an appendix to the minute.
MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by Morag Crawford DCS, vice convener.

Deliverance:

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Appoint Mr. Iain Mitchell, QC, as Attached Reader to the Forth Churches Group, subject to the concurrence of the Kirk Session of Aberdour: St. Fillan’s.

3. Appoint Mr. Bill Adams as Attached Reader to Beath and Cowdenbeath: North Parish Church.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
CHURCH AND WORLD COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by Rev Andrew Philip.
At the invitation of the Moderator Presbytery was addressed by Mr. Jimmy Maxwell (shortly to go to Tabeetha School).
Deliverance

That Presbytery:

1. Receive the report.

2. Agree to establish a Presbytery Partnership with an overseas Church - the details of which to be arranged through the World Mission Council and our Presbytery's Church and World Committee, and to be brought to a future Presbytery meeting for final approval.

3. Agree to the request of the World Mission Council that congregations in our Presbytery be invited to support Mr Jimmy Maxwell through the Partner Plan Scheme.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
AD HOC COMMITTEE RE FUNERALS

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by Rev. Iain Greenshields 

Deliverance;

That Presbytery:

1. Receive the report.

2. Invite all members of staff who work with Co-op Funeral Care to a buffet lunch. Following this lunch, a presentation will be given to those present explaining the dynamics of parish ministry and its relationship to death and bereavement in the parish.

3. Does as above for all of the independent funeral directors.

4. Instruct the ad-hoc committee to produce, in relation to funerals, a code of good practice for both ministers and Funeral Directors and bring it to Presbytery at a later date for approval.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PROPERTIES AND GLEBES

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by George Watt.
Deliverance

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Agree to the request of the Board and Kirk Session of Beath and Cowdenbeath North Church to sell Beath Church Building.

3. Instruct the Clerk to send an extract minute to the General Trustees indicating Presbytery’s approval of the Kirk Session decision to proceed with the sale of the Beath Church Building.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	National Youth Assembly
	Parish Ed.

	2
	General Treasurer’s Dept.
	Seeking accounts from Gillespie ***

	3
	Beath &Cowdenbeath North
	Seeking permission for sale

	4
	Rev Bill Whitson
	Seeking Pulpit Supply Info Avail.

	5
	Keo Films
	Seeking newly weds to share with Amish Family Info Available

	6.
	Mission Partner Vacancies
	Info Available

	7.
	Athol Centre
	Info Available

	8.
	Conference/Cambridge 
	Sep 09 Info Available

	9.
	Keith Mason
	Re Windows Dunf. Gillespie.

	10.
	Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny
	Intimating intention to retire 17th Feb 2010

	11.
	Scottish Bible Society
	Info Available

	12.
	Healing Rooms Scotland
	Info Available

	13.
	Ministries Council
	Re Candidate proceeding to Assessment – Ministries

	14.
	Boy’s Brigade
	Vacancy – info available

	15.
	Panel on Review and reform
	Invitation to Consultation

	16.
	Limekilns
	Request to move to Unitary Constitution


Relevant items not given to Committees were read to Presbytery.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business Presbytery adjourned to meet in hunc effectum for a service the mark the completion of training for Ministry by Mrs. Maggie Roderick. Presbytery to meet at Dalgety Parish Church on Sunday 12th July at 4.15 p.m. for 4.30 p.m.

And thereafter for regular business in St Andrew’s Erskine Church, Robertson Road, Dunfermline, on Thursday 3rd September 2009 at 7.00 p.m. 

Closed with prayer.

_______________________Moderator____________________Clerk
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