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At Dunfermline on the 5th day of February 2009, at which place and day 
the Presbytery of  Dunfermline met and was 

 constituted by prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES
The Rev Elizabeth Fisk, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny Clerk, and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, with apologies as in the sederunt book.

MINUTES
The minutes of 4th December 2008 were proposed, seconded and approved.
THE AGENDA

The agenda was as printed with one report deleted, one extra report and ten extra items of correspondence.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2009
It being within the proscribed hours there was laid on the table the names of the following to attend the 2009 General Assembly.
Lochgelly and Benarty St Serfs - Rev Lis Stenhouse & Mr John Morrison

Dunfermline St Leonards -Rev Andrew Philip & Mr Scott Patterson

Dunfermline Abbey- Rev Alistair Jessamine & Mr George Brown

Dunfermline St Andrew’s Erskine - Rev Ann Allison & Mr L. Douglas

Dunfermline St Ninnians- Rev Elizabeth Fisk & Mr Alex Erskine

Tulliallan and Kincardine - The Minister & Mrs Jean Wallace.

Miss Morag Crawford DCS.

Despite standing orders, since we have one other place for a Minister I would respectfully suggest that the Rev AllanVint be allowed to attend, along with Mr Derek Peters.

The Very Rev Dr A. McLellan as a previous Moderator will also be eligible to attend and if Presbytery agrees then Mrs Catherine Duncan is also willing to attend.

 Should any person nominated be unable to attend the General Assembly which begins on Thursday 21st May 2009, they should inform the Clerk as soon as possible. Also it is possible to claim expenses and anyone wishing to do so should give the clerk their Bank details as soon as possible. These are encrypted before being sent to Edinburgh but are not stored.

Presbytery noted.
TRIBUTE
Presbytery stood for a tribute to the late Rev Andrew Ireland who died on 14th December 2008 aged 76 years. The tribute was given by his Minister the Rev Alistair Jessamine Minister of Dunfermline Abbey.

ORDER OF THE DAY.
Youth representatives, Christopher Lynch, Linda Smith and Children’s representative Natasha Scotland spoke of their recent attendance at the National Youth Assembly, the General Assembly, and the Children’s Assembly. All commented on the organisational structure and all commented that they appreciated being able to attend.
Since some the young people would be at the forthcoming assembly it was suggested that those representing Dunfermline Presbytery should arrange to have lunch with the young people attending from this Presbytery.

Presbytery endorsed the suggestion.

ADMISSION OF THE REV TOM JOHNSTON
Presbytery having been advised by the Clerk that all papers were in order, and having resolved to admit Mr Johnston recently retired from the charge of Edinburgh Priestfield after some eighteen years service, the Moderator asked if he  adhered to the vows he had taken at Ordination. On answering in the affirmative, and signing the formula the Moderator duly admitted him to membership of Presbytery.

REPORT OF ELDER TRAINER.

Presbytery called for the report of Mr David Blane, Elder Trainer. The report being in writing in the hands of Presbyters the Moderator asked Presbytery to receive the report.

Presbytery received the report.

Mr Blane had previously intimated his desire to stand down as Elder Trainer to allow him to concentrate on his roll as a Reader. The Moderator thanked him on behalf of Presbytery for all the work he carried out and the enthusiasm he had shown in all that he had done.

REPORT OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH WORKER
Presbytery called for the report by Mrs Barbara Leppard. The report being in writing in the hands of Presbyters, the Moderator invited Presbytery to receive the report.  
Presbytery received the report.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Leppard for all her work on behalf of   Presbytery.

USE OF EXECUTIVE POWERS
Mrs Fay Buchan advised Presbytery that she and the Clerk had used powers in order to allow work to be carried out at the Manse at Tulliallan and Kincardine.
Presbytery noted.
BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Committee which was given by Mr George Watt, Convenor.

1. Receive the report

   2. Approve the following Convenors and Vice Convenors for 2009/2010


                    Convenor                        Vice Convenor

Business


Norman Grant

Stewardship

          Fay Buchan


To be advised
Property


Stewart McPherson
George Watt

Church & World
          Andrew Philip                  To be advised
Oversight

          Donald McCorkindale
Violet McKay

Education

          Patricia Munro

John Belford

Ministries

          Morag Crawford

Elizabeth Fisk

Parish Mission

David Redmayne

Iain Greenshields

3. Approve the appointment of the Moderator, the Reverend John Chalmers for 2009/2010.
4. Note the Vacancy Schedule for Gillespie ahs been approved subject to a successful Manse Inspection. 
5. Receive the Treasurer’s report.
6. Approve the Annual Report and Accounts for 2008

7. Instruct the Clerk to send a signed copy of the Annual Report and Accounts for 2008 to the General Assembly’s Stewardship and Finance Committee for attestation.

8. Instruct the Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Mr Andrew Croxford BA CA FCCA for carrying out the independent examination of the accounts

9. Approve the Budget for the year 2009

10. Approve the Levy for 2009 at 2.8% of the Ministry & Mission Allocations (prior to Presbytery reductions of 2.5%)

11. Instruct congregations to pay their levy by 31st March 2009.
12.  Agree that the trial of e-mailing the billet had been successful and that those willing to receive the minutes and billet by e-mail will do so forthwith.
13.  Agree that the Property and Finance Committee be spit into two, with Mrs Fay Buchan as Convenor of Finance and Mr Stuart McPherson as Convenor of Property so that the work of Presbytery might be carried out more effectively.

After discussion, 

the deliverance as a whole was proposed, seconded and agreed.
PARISH EDUCATION
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convenor the Rev Isabel Whyte.

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery-

1. Receive the report.

2. Thank David Blane for his faithful service to Presbytery as Elder Trainer and Adult Adviser. 

3. Encourage members of Presbytery to submit names of possible Youth Representatives to the General Assembly to the convener of the Parish Education Committee as soon as possible.   

The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PROPERTY AND FINANCE
Presbytery called for the report which was given by the Convenor Mrs Fay Buchan.
Deliverance

That Presbytery

1 Receive the report

2 Note that, after the manse inspection at Tulliallan and Kincardine, the committee are satisfied with the condition of the manse and recommend that Presbytery sustain any call and commend the congregation for their efforts.

3 Approve the Voluntary Additional Payment to Stipend, being made by the congregation of Dunfermline Abbey, and instruct the Clerk to inform Ministries Council of this approval.

PARISH MISSION
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Vice Convenor the Rev Dr Iain Greenshields. Dr Greenshields introduced the New Prayer Co-ordinator Mr Frank Moyes, who was welcomed by the Moderator.  Presbytery’s permission was sought for Mr Ian Mitchell QC to speak to the part of the report on the 3rd Articles Declaratory and Presbytery agreed.
Deliverance

 That Presbytery
1. Receive the report.
2. Note the terms of the consultation from the Special Commission on the 3rd Article Declaratory.
3. That the Consultation be remitted to Ministry and Parish Mission committees to consider:
(a) The desirability or otherwise of maintaining a territorial parish ministry in Scotland;
(b) The implications for the Church of Scotland and of society as a whole of a departure from such a territorial ministry;
4. That Parish Mission committee considers the Presbytery Plan and current parish staffing policy as it relates to the maintenance of a territorial ministry.
5. And the committee be charged to report upon its deliberations to the March meeting of Presbytery. 
6. Thank the teams of Cowdenbeath Trinity, Rosyth, St. Serf’s and Dalgety for their reports and commends them for the progress and development being made in all cases, and instructs the Clerk to forward the reports to the Employment Task Group.
An addendum was proposed concerning part 3 of the deliverance to insert after Ministry and Parish Mission Committees “ and other interested parties”
and an amendment was proposed for Section (b) of the deliverance that “such a territorial ministry” be replaced with “the Third Article Declaratory.” 
The Vice Convenor being minded to accept both the addendum and the amendment Presbytery agreed and so with these changes the deliverance now reads, 

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report.
2. Note the terms of the consultation from the Special Commission on the 3rd Article Declaratory.
3. That the Consultation be remitted to the Ministry and Parish Mission committees, along with any other interested parties, to consider:
a. The desirability or otherwise of maintaining a territorial parish ministry in Scotland;
b. The implications for the Church of Scotland and of society as a whole of a departure from the Third Article Declaratory;
4. That Parish Mission committee considers the Presbytery Plan and current parish staffing policy as it relates to the maintenance of a territorial ministry.
5. And the committee be charged to report upon its deliberations to the March meeting of Presbytery. 
6. Thank the teams of Cowdenbeath Trinity, Rosyth, St. Serf’s and Dalgety for their reports and commends them for the progress and development being made in all cases, and instructs the Clerk to forward the reports to the Employment Task Group.
With these changes, the deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

CHURCH AND WORLD

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Rev Andrew Philip, Convenor.

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery 

10. Receive the report.
2. Remit to the Business Committee to appoint a group to meet with the Convenor and Secretary of the Church and Society Council
3. Note the information about the “Third Way” exhibition at St. John’s 
Princes Street.
4. Asks congregations to respond, no later than 18th February, to the 
following question: Would you like a more formalised communication with other congregations in Presbytery, and if so in what way would you like to do so?
5. Encourage congregations to ongoing prayer for a peaceful resolution 
of the current conflict in Gaza and for a restoration of dialogue between 
Israel and Palestine Gaza.
6. Encourage congregations to make a special offering for aiding the 
plight of the people in Gaza – this offering to be directed through 
Christian Aid.
7. Ask congregations to respond, no later than 12th March, to the 
following question: How is the credit crisis affecting the lives of people 
in your parish?
The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Gideon’s International
	News
	Available

	2
	Rainbow Glass
	Information
	Available

	3
	Building Conservation

Directory
	Brochure
	Property

	4
	General Trustees
	Approval of work at Aberdour
	Property

	5
	Historic Churches
	Brochure
	Property

	6
	Ministries Council
	Re Enquirers Completion
	Ministry

	7
	Tabor Retreat Centre
	Leaflets
	Available

	8
	Ministries Council
	Re Applicant
	Ministry

	9
	Church & Society Council
	Seeking talks
	Church and World

	10 
	Rev David Adams
	Copy of Elder Trainer Report
	Available

	11
	Bridge Pastoral Foundation
	Leaflets re annual Conference
	Available

	12
	General Trustees
	Further grant towards the cost of building
	Property

	13
	Mr David Blane
	Resignation from post of Elder trainer
	Education

	14
	Ministries Council
	Challenges Overseas/posts available
	Information available

	15
	Neil Walker
	Info on Richard Holloway Lecture 
	Church and World

	16
	Angus Mathieson
	Working towards a balanced life in Ministry
	Ministry

	17
	Rev Tom Johnston

(ret. From E’burgh Priestfield )
	Request for Admission as member of Presbytery
	Oversight

	18
	Ministry
	Appointment of a locum
	To be read to
Presbytery

	19
	Fife Presbyteries Working Together Group
	arrangements for a meeting for those attending General Assembly. 
	30th April 7 for 7.30p.m. St Bryce Kirk Centre Kirkcaldy.

	20
	Prayer Call
	For Christian Leaders in UK
	Available

	21
	PYCT 
	Leaflets
	Parish Ed

	22
	Panel on Review and Reform
	Re Quinquennial Visits
	Oversight

	23
	Kate Pringle
	Apology for Absence
	Noted

	24
	Jack Gisbey
	Apology for Absence
	Noted

	25
	Ministries Council
	Extract Minute re Vacancy Schedule for Tulliallan and Kincardine
	Noted

	26


	Treasurer’s Dept 121

	Copy of letter to local treasurers
	Noted

	27
	Ministries Council
	Re Conference expl. Stress and Strategies
	Available


Item 18 was read to Presbytery in full.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business Presbytery adjourned to meet for regular business in the Abbey Halls Abbey Park Place on March 5TH 2009 at 7.00 p.m. 
Closed with prayer.

________________________Moderator____________________Clerk
