At St Andrew's Erskine Church on Thursday 1st September

2011, at which place and day the Presbytery of

 Dunfermline met and was constituted with prayer.

SEDERUNT AND APOLGIES

The Moderator Mr John Belford, the Clerk the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present as in the Sederunt Book.

MINUTES
Although the minutes of 30th June were technically correct it was pointed out that there were various inaccuracies concerning the names of commissioned elders in the committee lists. These items were noted and future corrections agreed.

The minute was proposed seconded and agreed.

AGENDA
The agenda was as printed with three extra items of correspondence.
DEACON'S REPORT
Presbytery called for the report of Miss Morag Crawford DCS and Miss Pat Monro DCS, members of the Diaconate who had recently returned from the Diakonia region Africa Europe Conference held in July 2011 in Moshi.

The Misses Crawford and Monro gave a very insightful report on their time at the conference. They shared that they had met with old friends and made new ones, and that the conference was both a joyful and colourful occasion. The theme "Help Beyond the Mountain" was outlined in the opening addresses and the challenge as to its meaning for the diaconal ministry given throughout the conference.

Presbytery received the report

CLERK'S REPORT
Presbytery called for a report from the Clerk.
In accordance with the terms of the June decision of Presbytery the sisting of the vacancy at Dunfermline Abbey had been lifted.

Late Commissions had been received for Parity Elders Rena Dickie and Ella Coates, and also Representative Elder Commissions for Mr David George Mrs Jean Wallace Mr Gordon Campbell and Mr Jim Watson.

Requests for practising certificates had been received from the Rev Bob Boyle and the Rev Victor Laidlaw and for a limited certificate in the legal terms agreed with the Ministries Council in the name of the Rev Kenneth Donald.
A request for an extension of their time to call a minister has been received from Saline and Blairingone. However, in the minute of May 2010 Presbytery agreed that should no appointment be made within one year that a review should take place. Since this has to happen I have handed the request to the Convener of Parish Mission to consider within his committee's review and report to Presbytery as soon as possible. Until the review takes place the vacancy at Saline is automatically sisted under Presbytery's previous decision. 

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery

1. Note the lifting of the sisting of the vacancy at Dunfermline Abbey.
2. Agree to appoint  Rena Dickie, and Ella Coates as Parity Elders
3. .Agree to  receive elder commissions for David George, Jean Wallace, Gordon Campbell and   Jim Watson               
4. Agree to issue practising certificates in the names of the Rev Bob Boyle, the Rev Victor Laidlaw and the Rev David Adams and a practising certificate in terms of the legal agreement with the ministries council to the Rev Kenneth Donald.
5. Note that under Presbytery's previous decision that the vacancy at Saline and Blairingone is automatically sisted until a review by Parish Mission takes place takes place.

6. Note that the Vacancy Procedure Committee for St Andrew's Erskine would comprise of the following: Margaret Mateos, Convener, the Rev Ian Tom, the Rev Tom Johnstone, Sheila Leel and Pat Monro, with Miss Morag Crawford DCS to act as Interim Moderator.
Discussion followed and it was confirmed that the review at Saline and Blairingone would take place as soon as possible.

With that assurance 

the deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener the Rev Norman Grant.

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery
1. Receive the report

2. Thank the Rev Isobel Whyte for her work as Chaplain.

3. Appoint the Rev Iain Greenshields as Chaplain, removing him from all other Presbytery responsibilities to concentrate on the chaplaincy.

4. Appoint the Rev Jayne Scott as Vice Convener of Stewardship and Finance.
The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Mrs Faye Buchan.

DELIVERANCE

That presbytery
1. Receives the report.

2. Agrees to grant Dunfermline: St Margaret’s a reduction of £1,500 in their Ministries and Mission contributions for the current year.

3. Notes the revised date of 30th September, each year, for reporting any reductions in Ministries and Mission contributions.

4. Notes the revised £250,000 threshold for preparing Receipts and Payments accounts with effect from 1st January 2012 for Church of Scotland congregational accounts.

5. Notes the instruction from the Council of Assembly and instructs all congregations within Dunfermline Presbytery to participate in the proposed National Stewardship Programme. 

6. Notes the arrangements which have been made for a Presbytery  Conference to launch the National Stewardship Programme in Dunfermline Presbytery and encourages an enthusiastic response from every congregation.

The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
ACCOUNTS INSPECTION COMMITEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Committee which was given by Mrs Faye Buchan Convener.

DELIVERANCE
That Presbytery
1. Receive the report.

2. Thank congregational treasurers for their diligence and congratulates them for coping so well with a difficult task.
3. Thank Thomson Cooper and Mr Andrew Croxford, in particular, for their hospitality and assistance.
4.  Instructs the Clerk to inform the General Treasurer that all Dunfermline Presbytery’s congregational accounts have been inspected and found to be satisfactory.

The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY.
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Mrs Margaret Mateos.

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Acknowledge Mr. Jimmy Maxwell's visit to the Presbytery and thank those congregations and individuals who provided hospitality for him and made his tour a varied experience for him.

3. Request current information from congregations regarding their connections with any overseas churches. The information to be sent to Margaret Mateos.
4. Encourage congregations to attend the first National Conference on twinning which will take place on Saturday 1st October at Auchterarder Community centre from 9.30- 3.30 p.m.

5. Invite congregations to pray for the economic crisis in Malawi.

6. Agree that Mrs Gertie Rew be the Presbytery Ecumenical Representative and as such attend the autumn conference on 28th October 2011 in Edinburgh.

7. Invite congregations to observe the International Day of Prayer for Peace on 21st September 2011.

8. Invite congregations to send representatives to attend the Church and Society Conference on 17th September 2011 in Larbert.

9. Encourage congregations to discuss the topic "How would you fix our economy" and send their deliberations to the committee.
10. Note that there are free Sunday School resources from Tradecraft.

The deliverance as a whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PROPERTIES

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Mr Stuart McPherson 

Deliverance

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Commend congregations who provided Property Registers for inspection and encourage those congregations who have not, to do so at the earliest opportunity.
3. Agree to allow the Congregation of Cowdenbeath Trinity to sell the present Manse and to look for a more suitable Manse.

The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH MISSION
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Rev David Redmayne, Convener.
DELIVERNACE

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Confirms that, whilst the Presbytery Plan is being developed, only vacant charges where the review by the Parish Mission Committee indicates there is no likelihood of readjustment, will be brought to Presbytery to ask Presbytery's permission to allow the vacancy process to proceed.

3. Notes that the Parish Mission Committee hope to have the Presbytery Plan completed and presented to Presbytery for approval early in 2012. 

4. Notes that only urgent matters which affect the Presbytery Plan, such as vacancies and essential property issues, will be brought to Presbytery for a decision prior to the completion of the Plan and that until then the Parish Mission Committee will not be able to make recommendations on changes that might take place.    

5. Receive the Mission Development Officer’s report.

6. Encourage churches taking part in "Back to Church Sunday" to inform the MDO and to consider taking up his offer of training to make the most of this event.

7. Notes the details of the Mission Shaped Introduction Course at Ballingry and encourages churches make full use of this opportunity.

8. Notes the details of the Parish Mission Conference on “The Church and Young Persons” on the 10th of September 2011 and encourages churches to send representatives to this conference.

9. Receives the Prayer Coordinators report

10.  Notes the plans for a Presbytery Prayer Pilgrimage on 26 November 2011.

The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH EDUCATION 
Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener Miss Pat Monro DCS.

DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Encourage members of congregations to attend courses on offer and to think about becoming a Children and Youth Trainer.

3. Encourage Youth and Children Workers to attend the Course and Dedication on Saturday 10th September 2011.
The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.
OVERSIGHT 

Presbytery called for the report of the committee which was given by the Convener the Rev Violet Mckay.

 DELIVERANCE

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Approve the study leave application of the Rev Iain Sutherland for time to study read and research for a Doctoral Thesis to complete the DM through the Highland Theological College.
The deliverance as whole was proposed seconded and agreed.

CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Douglas Aitken
	Available for locum work/ Noted

	2
	Ministries Council
	Notification of full time students/Ministries

	3
	Mark Evans
	Belief and Health in Dialogue/Ministries

	4
	Dr A Allison
	Relinquishing VPC duties/Business 

	5
	General Trustees
	Limekilns/Property

	6
	World Mission Council
	Conference/Church and Community

	7
	Information Commissioner’s Office
	Data Control/Treasurer

	8
	SAPCC Day Conference
	Conference data/Ministries

	9
	Gideon News
	Available

	10
	Ministries Council
	Study Leave/Oversight

	11
	Rev Isabel Whyte
	Resignation as Chaplain/Business Committee

	12
	Rev Ian Whyte
	Business Committee

	13
	Rev George Whyte
	Business Committee

	14
	Christian Institute
	Defending gospel freedom/available

	15
	ICO
	Renewal confirmed

	16
	Martin Johnstone
	Re David Smith/Parish Ed

	17
	Peter Ball
	Request for an extension for Saline and Blairingone/Parish Mission


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business Presbytery adjourned to meet in Inverkeithing Parish Church at 7.00 p.m. on October 6th for Holy Communion and thereafter for regular business.
