Back to Church Sunday Report.

Over the 20th and 27th of September and also the 4th of October around 18 congregations took part in the Back to Church Sunday initiative.  The reports received back from congregations have been positive – all responses indicating that it had been a worthwhile experience with varying degrees of positive results.

Some comments extracted from feedback:

I’m told that our numbers were up by about 35 from previous weeks: some lapsed members, some parents/adult children, some friends.  There was a positive feel in the run-up and especially on the day. Those I spoke with appreciated the opportunity to be with us, some had heard things about the day on the radio.

We had 7 new people coming a long ranging in age from 18 to 80 - all enjoyed the experience. One person who came was considered an impossible .. after an absence of 30 years. Not overwhelming, but encouraging and definitely something to build on.

It’s been hard to quantify the number of people who came as a result of Back to Church Sunday … my estimate was 10-15. Most of these people were, I would say, not lapsed church members – but rather people freshly invited. 


We welcomed 11 adults and 6 children.  Feedback from most was positive. Most said they enjoyed the service and a few said they would definitely consider coming back. They felt welcome and included as part of the congregation.

We had a very good BTC Sunday…  including a number of folk who had taken up the invitation to come along…  A lot of regulars has risen to the challenge to speak to friends, family and neighbours.

By and large, we found the whole Back to Church venture very worthwhile.  We liked the simplicity and naturalness of the whole process and were delighted that four denominations were able to work together and issue an invitation to every home with details of all four church services…we had something like 7 or 8 adults and a few children who hadn't been for a long time, half of whom were back again last Sunday.  So, it has been a good experience and we pray that it will continue to bear fruit.

I have 2 sons who both went through Sunday School etc. but in their teenage years between football and university drifted away from church.  I have prayed but not nagged(!) that they would return to church.  My older son has for some time talked about coming back to church so I took the opportunity to invite him and his partner to Back to Church Sunday.  They came along and, more importantly, returned this morning and intend to attend regularly. [..they have been in church every Sunday since their first visit.]  From my personal point of view, therefore, Back to Church Sunday has been a huge success.  So...........................my thanks to God for Back to Church Sunday.
