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3rd April 2008

At Dunfermline, on the third day of April 2008, at which day and place 

the Presbytery of Dunfermline met and was constituted by prayer.
SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES

Miss Morag Crawford DCS, Moderator, the Rev Elizabeth S. S. Kenny, Clerk and others, Ministers, Deacons and Elders present, with apologies as in the Sederunt Book.
It was moved seconded and agreed that the minutes of 6th March 2008, being in the hands of members, be approved.

CULROSS AND TORRYBURN.

The Clerk advised Presbytery that this would be the last Presbytery Meeting that the Rev Tom Moffat would be present at before retiring and that since there was no mechanism currently in place to allow Ministers to take farewell of Presbytery under the “fast track procedure” that she had invited the Congregation of Torryburn to be present and if invited Mrs Betty McDonald would speak on behalf of the Congregation and Mr Moffat would reply.

Presbytery invited them to speak. Mrs McDonald spoke in warm tones of Mr Moffat’s Ministry and he thanked presbytery for allowing him to serve both as Moderator and as Chaplain.

BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Business Committee, which was given by Mr George Watt, Convenor.
Mr Watt advised Presbytery that due to unforeseen business it would be necessary to give an extra verbal report which Presbytery agreed to accept.

Townhill and Kingseat.

Due to the recent short Ministry at Townhill and Kingseat the Congregation have been offered the services of an Interim Minister for some six months and the office bearers have duly accepted this. In order to facilitate the work of the Rev Dr John Oswald we would ask Presbytery to admit him to membership, and appoint him as Interim moderator in the Vacant Charge.

We would also ask Presbytery to agree to appoint the Rev Ian Greenshields the Rev Andrew Philip and Mrs Catherine Duncan as the Monitoring Support Group.

Standing Orders Re Finance.
Moderator we would ask Presbytery to agree to the addition of the two new standing orders which have lain on the table since last month.

Items of Correspondence.

Item 1.

A request from the Kirk Session of Inverkeithing Parish Church had been received requesting Presbytery’s permission to move to the Unitary Constitution.

Item 9

A request from the Rev Jock Stein to seek presbytery’s approval to apply to Mission and Discipleship Special trusts for a grant of £1000 to enable their Youth Workers (Craig and Naiki Bryant to attend a Riding Lights summer drama school to be held in York .

Deliverance.

That Presbytery;

1. Receive the report.

2. Decide the type of communion wine to be used for Presbytery services.

3. Appoint the Rev Violet McKay as Interim Moderator for Aberdour for the duration of the Minister’s sick leave.

4. Note the arrangements for the introduction of the Town Centre Worker.
5. Admit the Rev Dr John Oswald to membership of Presbytery and appoint him as Interim Moderator of Townhill and Kingseat.

6. Thank the Rev Bob Boyle for his diligence as Interim Moderator in Townhill and Kingseat and discharge him from his duties.

7. Agree to accept the new standing orders (numbers 9 and 10 )presently lying on the table.

8. Agree to the request from Inverkeithing to allow them to move to the Unitary Constitution and instruct the Clerk to notify Edinburgh.

9. Agree to approve Tulliallan and Kincardine’s application for a grant to enable the youth workers from Tulliallan and Kincardine to attend the Riding Lights Summer Drama School in York and instruct the Clerk to forward Presbytery’s approval to the Mission and Discipleship Council.
After a full discussion Presbytery decided by 22 votes to 17 to allow the Moderator to use her or his discretion regarding the type of wine to be used for Presbytery’s communion services.

The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed in full and the Rev Dr John Oswald was admitted to membership of the Presbytery.

It was also moved seconded and agreed that the Monitoring Support Group for Townhill and Kingseat should comprise of the Rev. Ian Greenshields the Rev. Andrew Philip and Mrs Catherine Duncan.
It was further agreed unanimously that in future only the minutes of Presbytery meetings would be sent to the press.

CLERK’S REPORT

As instructed in Act 8 2003 due to the impending retirement of the Rev Gordon Reid of Gillespie Memorial I have liaised with the Moderator and we would ask Presbytery to note the appointment of the Rev Dr Ann Allison, the Rev David Redmayne and the Rev Norman Grant along with Mrs Karin Rowan and Mrs Jacqueline Thomson DCS to act as the vacancy procedure committee.
Also due to the impending retirement of the Rev Jock and the Rev Margaret Stein, I would under the same act ask Presbytery to note the appointment of Miss Morag Crawford, the Rev John Chalmers, the Rev Isobel Whyte, Mr George Watt and Mr Bob Ewing to act as the Vacancy Procedure Committee for Tulliallan and Kincardine.

Further having sought the advice of the Depute Clerk I have been advised that it is not a legal requirement to visit those intending to retire due to age. Those intending to retire have advised me that they are happy to be advised of their rights under the law of the church and dispense with a formal visit.

Deliverance.

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Note the arrangements for the VPC’s for both Gillespie and Tulliallan and Kincardine. 

3. Dispense with the need of a formal visit to Ministers retiring on the grounds of age.

4. Due to Mrs Stein’s impending retirement, instruct the Oversight Committee to look at the situation regarding the possible appointment of a female chaplain.

The deliverance was duly moved seconded and agreed.
MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the Ministry Committee, which was given by the Rev Norman Grant, Convenor.
Mr Grant advised Presbytery that two late reports concerning readers had been received but that to date, despite being instructed to bring a report to this Presbytery, no report had been received from St Leonard’s concerning their attached reader.
Deliverance:

Presbytery

1. Receive the report.

2. Commend the work of Mr. Iain Mitchell with the Ministry Team of the Forth Churches Grouping and Mr. Bill Adams with Rev. David Redmayne. Also the work of Mrs Joyce McCaffery at Lochgelly and Benarty St Serf’s with the Rev Elisabeth Stenhouse and Mrs Elizabeth McDonald at Culross and Torryburn with the Rev Tom Moffat.
3. Remind Congregations who wish an attached Reader, or to continue with an attachment to write to the Ministry Committee before the June meeting of Presbytery.

The Clerk advised Presbytery that Mrs McCaffrey had not been formally attached to St Serf’s and the Convenor intimated that he would seek clarification of the position before the next Presbytery meeting.

The deliverance was then duly proposed seconded and agreed.
PARISH MISSION COMMITTEE
Presbytery called for the report of the parish Mission Committee which was given by the Convenor the Rev Dr. Ann Allison
Deliverance 

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Agree the following with respect to the buildings audit in terms of Act VII 2003 Sect 5(2)

a)With the exception of the following all ecclesiastical buildings will be categorised as A 

b)Note that with North Parish, while an A, it should be borne in mind that we would like relocation if funds become available, otherwise, the building is substantial enough to be considered in the A category.

c) Inverkeithing -
St Peter’s Church A

St Peter’s halls C




St John’s Church C




St John’s halls A

d) Beath Church C

e) Rosyth Parish Church and Halls (Queensferry Road) D

f) Note that with respect to Rosyth, this is a qualified D in that the congregation are currently investigating a variety of options regarding the use and conversion of these buildings and in the meantime, with Presbytery’s blessing, are currently worshipping in the St Columba’s building.  When the feasibility studies are in the congregation will be able to make informed decisions regarding the future use of the buildings and until then, Presbytery is unable to make a determination.

g) Look forward in due course to the St Paul’s East building appearing on the current 10 year plan

3. Note that there are no changes to the Presbytery Plan as agreed in May 2007 

4. Instruct the Clerk to send the deliverance with an updated Plan to the Ministries Council for their concurrence, noting and signature

The deliverance was proposed, seconded and agreed in full. 
Following a report on the work of Mr. Mark Evans the Hospital Chaplain the following was proposed;
Deliverance

That Presbytery

1. Receive the report

2. Hold the chaplain, Mark Evans DCS, in its prayers as he deals with many and varied situations in the course of his work.
The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed.
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE/ PROPERTIES AND GLEBES
Presbytery called for the report of the Properties and Glebes Committee, the Rev Bob Boyle Vice-Convenor reporting.

That Presbytery
1. Receives the report.

2. Approves the building of the new meeting room and roof repair for Cowdenbeath North.
3. Supports the application of Beath and Cowdenbeath North for a grant of £10,000 and instruct the Clerk to forward Presbytery's support in the form of an extract minute to the General Trustees.
The deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed.
Mr Boyle also advised presbytery that an urgent matter in the following terms had arisen.

Two large trees in the Manse Garden at Carnock and Oakley had fallen over, pushing a wall into a children’s play park. Under emergency powers I have instructed the congregation to carry out the removal of the trees and the rebuilding of the wall. It will be a costly operation but have been advised that the General trustees will look kindly on their plight.
Removal of trees will cost £ 1,574.50 inclusive of VAT. The wall will cost £10,000, £4000 of which will be covered by insurance due to storm damage to the trees.

The Congregation are seeking Presbytery’s approval for a grant application of £6000 from the General Trustees.

Deliverance
That Presbytery
1. Receives the report

2. Homologates the decision to remove the trees and reconstruct the wall.

3. Support the Congregation of Carnock and Oakley’s application for a grant of £6,000 pounds and instruct the Clerk to forward Presbytery’s support to the General Trustees in the form of an extract minute.
After discussion the deliverance was proposed seconded and agreed.
OVERSIGHT REPORT
Presbytery called for the report of the Oversight Committee on Rosyth Parish Church which, in the absence of the Convenor, and the involvement of the Vice Convenor, was given by Mr George Watt member of the committee.
Due to the nature of the report the Moderator vacated the chair and it was taken by the Rev Tom Moffat.
Deliverance.
That Presbytery
1. Receive the report

2. Commend the Ministry Team, the Office Bearers and the Congregation for the many ways in which they are seeking to fulfil their mission in Rosyth.

3. Encourage the Congregation to await the outcome of the further feasibility study.

4. Acknowledge with gratitude the sacrificial giving and hard work that lies behind the Congregation’s improved financial state.

The deliverance was moved seconded and agreed in full and Presbytery commended the Congregation.

Miss Crawford resumed the chair and thanked Mr Moffat for his help.

CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Inverkeithing Parish Church
	Request Approved

	2
	Presb. of Dumfries and Kirkcudbright
	Intim. of Induction/Almond

	3
	John Miller
	Available for Youth Work

	4
	Ministry
	Receipt of St Serf’s Report

	5
	Jock and Margaret Stein
	Retirement/Oversight

	6
	Jock Stein
	Request Approved

	7
	Ron Blakey (Year Book)
	Clerk

	8
	Ministries Council
	Extract Minute re T & K

	9
	St Andrew’s Pres.
	Re meeting/available

	10
	St Andrew’s Pres.
	Extract Minute/Allan Grant

	11
	Perth Pres.
	Practising Cert for J. Oswald

	12
	Rev Gordon Reid
	Retirement/oversight

	13
	Rev Dr John Oswald
	Request for Seat in Presb.

Admitted to membership

	14
	Ecumenical Relations
	WMMER

	15
	Ministries Council
	Oversight

	16 
	C of Scotland Insurance
	Treasurer

	17
	Scottish order of C.U.
	WMMER

	18
	Mission and Discipleship
	Noted

	19
	Faithshare Visitor Programme
	Available

	20
	Ministries Council
	Oversight

	21 
	Rev N. Grant re Ministry/committee
	Business

	22
	Rev D. Adams response to 21
	Oversight.


ADJOUNRMENT.
There being no further business, Presbytery adjourned to meet in hunc effectum at 6.45 p.m. on April 12th in St Leonard’s Church for the introduction of the Rev Allan Vint, Presbytery Mission Development Officer and then for regular business in the Abbey Church Halls Abbey Park Place Dunfermline on May 1st 2008 at 7.00 p.m.
Closed with prayer.

_____________________Moderator_________________________Clerk.

